R

A

N

Z

A

B

G

G
I
N
N
I

THE JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN
AND NEW ZEALAND
ASSOCIATION OF BELLRINGERS

T

OW

S

Volume 76 Issue 4				

ER

Spring 2022

HER MAJESTY
QUEEN ELIZABETH II
1926 - 2022

A

N

Z

A

B

A

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION OF BELLRINGERS
ANZAB Ltd ACN 656 214 489 ABN 94 939 034 781
website http://www.anzab.org.au

Directors
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Thomas Perrins

president@anzab.org.au
+61 (0)425 665 040

Secretary
Kellie Hajek

Non-Executive Officers

ON THE COVERS
HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II
In a photograph taken in May 2022, The Queen is wearing her
favourite three-strand pearl necklace, pearl earrings and her
aquamarine and diamond clip brooches which were an 18th
birthday present from her father George VI in 1944. The two
art deco-style pieces, worn one below the other, were made by
Boucheron from baguette, diamonds and aquamarines.
ANZAB ringing in memory of The Queen is on pages 9 to 11
with ringing for the Accession of King Charles III on page 11. In
eRT you can hear muffled ringing on the Alphabet Ring
(this page), from St Andrew’s, Walkerville (page 9) and
from St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney (page 10).

treasurer@anzab.org.au

Ian McCulloch

ianmcc@physics.uq.edu.au
Jennifer.davies263@outlook.com

Mary Sluter

imary.sluter@gmail.com

Membership and Subscriptions (2022/2023)

For full membership category details see the ANZAB website here.

Membership Type

All memberships include Ringing Towers in electronic form.

Member/Resident Associate Member

Subscription
A$20 / NZ$20

Honorary Life Member/Honorary Associate

St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral, Darwin

Nil

Honorary membership includes a hard copy of Ringing Towers

6 bells. Tenor: 5-2-1
For more details see the ANZAB Website.
ANZAB’s newest ring of bells - first rung in August this year
(you can hear the first ringing on page 20 - remember: download
eRT to your computer, click “Trust this Document” on the yellow
bar. You may need to close and reopen the document in Acrobat.)
The tower of St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral contains four
heavy electrically rung bells at the top of the tower (visible in
the photograph). The new peal is installed below these. The back
four bells were donated by the Keltek Trust, the two trebles by
bellringers. All the bells were cast by Taylor’s Bell Foundry.
After the installation work has been completed ANZAB will be
training a new band for our most remote bells. Keep a lookout
on anzab.org.au for the opening date - tentatively March 2023.
Front cover photograph: Ranald Mackechnie
Back cover photograph: Philip Goodyer

Senior Member (75 years & over at July 1st 2022)

A$10 / NZ$10

Junior Member (under 21 years at July 1st 2022)

A$10 / NZ$10

New Associate Member Formerly Provisional Member

A$10 / NZ$10

Members: For a printed copy of Ringing Towers add A$10/NZ$10
(bulk posted) or A$20/NZ$20 (individually posted) to rates above.
Non-resident Associate Membership: A$10, NZ$10, £GBP10
Once-off payment for non-resident members of ANZAB who have
rung in ANZAB territory (no subscription to Ringing Towers).
Payments: A$ by EFT to ANZAB BSB 033039 A/C 574299, $NZ
contact the Secretary, £GBP contact Yvonne John TheJohns9@aol.com

Ringing Towers

Ringing Towers is the official journal of ANZAB and was founded in
1947 by the New South Wales Association of Change Ringers.
Published Quarterly: Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring
Submission deadlines: Last day of December, March, June, September

Editor: Philip Goodyer, ringing.towers@anzab.org.au
Subscriptions to Ringing Towers (2022)

Contents:

On the Covers 					
Page 2
Welcome 					Page 3
Advanced Ringing				Page 4
Belfry Gossip					Page 5
Peals and Quarter Peals				
Page 7
Training & Recruitment				
Page 8
Ringing for HM Queen Elizabeth II			
Page 9
Central Council 2022 Report			
Page 12
ANZAB Goes on Hols				
Page 13
Obituaries					Page 18
Looking Back with Elizabeth Bleby			
Page 19
St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral, Darwin		
Page 20

Members: refer above for rates included in membership
A$40 or NZ$40 (incl. postage within Australia or New Zealand)
A$50 or £30 (incl. postage elsewhere)
Individual issues (including limited back issues) A$8

The current issue of Electronic Ringing Towers
(eRT) is now able to be downloaded FREE
from the home page of the ANZAB Website
http://www.anzab.org.au. The AGM in Sydney
agreed this initiative to promote ANZAB to
ringers and non-ringers worldwide.
Access to all the resources of the ANZAB Website Members’
section is now available to overseas Associate members for a small
fee. You’ll also get email notification when a new eRT is available.
Contact the Editor, Secretary or Yvonne John for details.

Deadline for the next issue of
Ringing Towers: 31st December 2022
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As announced in the last issue, Ringing
Tower can now be downloaded on the anzab.
org.au homepage (no need for a password).
Downloads of the Winter issue (the first with
free downloading) were up 160% compared
with the previous issue (388 versus 150 for
the Autumn issue). A great result! And some
of the downloads will have been via internet
search engines - spreading the good news about ANZAB and
ringing in Australia and New Zealand even further!
In eRT you can see the late Queen meeting the future Editor.
Philip Goodyer

Treasurer
Murray-Luke Peard

Peal Secretary: Adam Beer peals@anzab.org.au
Librarian: Bill Perrins librarian@anzab.org.au
Webmasters: Simon McMillan & Deryn Griffiths webmaster@anzab.org.au
Education Officer: Kathi Downs education@anzab.org.au
Advisory Panel Co-ordinator: Richard Offen advice@anzab.org.au
UK Membership Contact: Yvonne John TheJohns9@aol.com
12-Bell Committee Chair: Philip Goodyer 12bellweekends@anzab.org.au
Further contact information is on the ANZAB website here.
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From the Editor

Jenny Davies

secretary@anzab.org.au
+61 (0)416 424 368
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WELCOME
From the President

From the 2023 Festival Team

It has been pleasing to see so many towers
engaged to mourn the passing of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II over the past weeks. The
quick response to the call for action by many
of our members to this sad news has been
greatly appreciated within our communities.
Thank you to all for your support in marking
this momentous memorial event.
After 2.5 years, the tower prep work at St Andrew’s Cathedral
was completed in June, an order placed for several stiffening
beams to rectify shortcomings of the 1960s installation and the
first stage of the floor adjustments were completed in October.
Exhausting work to get us to this position, but so, so rewarding!
The first ringing has taken place in Darwin (an unexpected
tropical tower grab!). The plan is to hold an opening weekend
in 2023, around March. I hope this will attract a lot of interstate
ringers and encourage locals to sign up to learn, with intensive
training to follow.
It’s been a busy couple of weekends: the Sydney Ringing School
over the October Long Weekend and the 12 Bell Weekend 7-9
October where 3 leads of Orion produced the best ringing - the
focus employed by attempting a very challenging line seems to
be conducive to high quality striking.
Thomas Perrins
You can read about all these events in Ringing Towers and eRT.

Plans are well under way for the 2023
ANZAB Festival in Perth. A Festival Flyer
has been included in all hard copies of RT.
It’s designed for your tower notice board
(or the frig door!). There’ll be more info and
the programme in Summer RT. Julie Taylor

From the Webmasters

We have continued working with Kellie
Hajek on the transfer of memberships to
ANZAB Ltd, and providing online reports
for the ANZAB Directors showing who has
signed up, with further work to complete
this over the next few months. We hope that
those who did not apply to join ANZAB Ltd
earlier will do so with their membership
renewal. The online form is available in the
Members’ section of the website, as is an
online form for current Members to nominate
new Members. We are aware that emails sent
from ANZAB to some Hotmail and Yahoo
email accounts may not be being received.
We are working to do what we can at our end
to remediate that. ANZAB sent out an email
to current members on 13 July alerting them
to the Winter eRT. Similarly you should have had an email again
alerting you to this Spring issue. If you are a member but did not
receive either email we would like to hear from you.
We were excited to add a new Australian Territory to the Tower
Directory following the first ringing of the bells at St Mary’s Star
of the Sea War Memorial Cathedral Darwin. We ask all ringers,
but especially tower contacts, to go the Tower Directory (https://
anzab.org.au/towers.php) and check the entry for their tower.
Along with many other ringers, we were both honoured to be part
of the historic tolling and ringing for the Queen in September. We
look forward to ringing for the Coronation of King Charles III.
The news archive in the left hand column of the home page is a
good place to find links to items you may have missed. Within
the last few months that included an article that showcased part
of a new page about ringing for special occasions (https://anzab.
org.au/info/specialOccasions.php). Thanks to Richard Offen for
providing the content for that page, and thanks to Priscilla Yuen
who asked a question prompting the creation of that page.
Simon McMillan & Deryn Griffiths

From the Education Officer

We regularly discuss the need to recruit
new ringers but we also need to look at the
ringers we already have and recruit new
conductors. Becoming a conductor takes a
lot of bravery, practice and perseverance.
Be prepared to put in extra effort, including
homework, but the rewards are well worth
it - see page 8 for more.
Kathi Downs

From the Advisory Panel Co-ordinator
An excellent resource - the new CCCBR
Belfry Upkeep online document aimed at the
Steeple Keeper, the person responsible for
keeping the bells in order.
You’ll find it at https://belfryupkeep.cccbr.
org.uk. Read more about it, and find direct
links on the ANZAB website homepage.
Richard Offen
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some years ago was cleaned from the bells and fittings. All this
was a bit of dirty work, but easily-achieved in preparation for the
Branch Practice.

From the Secretary

Thank you to those towers that have paid
subscriptions for 2022/23; however, there
are still more than 40 towers/tower groups
that have not yet paid. The deadline is 31st
December 2022 - please send subs before
then (along with the spreadsheet for your
tower) to avoid having memberships lapse.
Potential new or rejoining members (anyone who wasn’t a
financial member in 2021/22, as well as Associate Members,
formerly “Provisional”, who are now eligible for full
membership) must be nominated & apply for membership of
ANZAB Ltd. This requires a current ANZAB Ltd member to
nominate the new Member/Associate using the forms available
in the Members’ section of the website. The nominee is then sent
an email with a personalised link to an application form, to be
completed in order for them to be considered for membership.
As of the end of September, there are still 237 ANZAB Members
who have not yet registered as members of ANZAB Ltd. The
form to do so is under “myANZAB” at the top left of the
Members’ section of the website and is available for use until
5/5/23. Anyone not registered then will cease to be a member.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at secretary@anzab.org.au
with any process or membership queries.
Kellie Hajek

ADVANCED RINGING

ANZAB to subsidise Advanced Ringing Promotion

In Winter Ringing Towers proposals for promoting Advanced
Ringing (Surprise Major and beyond) were suggested. The
ANZAB Directors have now instigated an Advanced Ringing
programme with a recommendation to the Funds Committee for
up to $5,000 funding per year. The proposals were:
1. A “Goulburn Extension” to the Sydney 12-Bell weekend is
happening (travel subsidised under the 12-Bell programme).
2. Surprise Major weekends in “remote” locations.
3. Monthly 10-Bell practices in a “remote” location.
To make proposal 2 a reality please consider:
• Volunteering to coordinate a weekend in your location,
• Volunteering to be an “experienced” ringer: each weekend
will require 3 or 4 experienced ringers from interstate to run
the weekend (travel subsidised, with billet accommodation),
• Joining a committee coordinating Advanced Ringing promotion.
There has been some initial interest from Victoria (in the New
Year) and Adelaide (Feb/March 2023). A third location for
2023? - volunteer yours! And if you have further suggestions to
promote Advanced Ringing - let me know.
Phil Goodyer

From the 12-Bell Weekend Committee

Wellington 12-Bell Weekend Easter 2023
The next 12-Bell Weekend is confirmed
for Wellington, 7-10 April 2023. 10 ringers
have already registered and 6 have taken
up the ANZAB subsidised accommodation
(FREE for 3 nights: Fri, Sat, Sun nights,
100m from Wellington Cathedral). It’s not
too late to apply for the accommodation,
and certainly not too late to register to come.
BUT airfares are rising, so book your flights
and support this initiative in New Zealand.
The 12-Bell Weekend Committee members are: NZ: Derek
Williams / Mary Sluter, Brisbane: Ian McCulloch, Sydney: Peter
Harrison/Thomas Perrins, Goulburn: Christopher O’Mahony,
Melbourne: Deryn Griffiths, Hobart: Doug Nichols, Adelaide:
Phil Goodyer, Perth: Ian Harris/Richard Offen. Their main tasks
are to liaise with local ringers, encourage them to come to the
weekends, coordinate future weekends and manage the ANZAB
subsidies.
Phil Goodyer (Committee Coordinator)

Tasmania

BELFRY GOSSIP
Eighteen ringers from Bridgetown, Mandurah and Perth
converged on York for a Branch Practice on 20 August. Ringing
ranged from rounds and call-changes to Plain Bob Major,
Grandsire and Stedman Triples and a half-course of Cambridge
Surprise Major. After a substantial shared lunch some staggered
and swayed across the suspension-bridge and marvelled at the
Avon River in flood, while others attempted a quarter-peal of
Grandsire, unfortunately unsuccessfully.
Tony Murray Feist

Hobart - St David’s

Like towers everywhere, the Hobart band struggled through
the COVID pandemic. However, ringing in Hobart was already
experiencing lean times and the possibility that ringing might
cease here within the next few years was real. Imagine our
amazement and delight earlier this year, then, when we found
ourselves with six new ringers in the space of a few months. This
gave Kate Webb and me a LOT to do with one or two handling
lessons organised for most week nights throughout this year. All
six are at a similar stage and our weekly practice has suddenly
become very busy. There isn’t enough time to fit everything in!
Extra sessions using the computer are ongoing to accelerate the
learning process. Our new recruits’ enthusiasm for this and for
the whole business of ringing is extremely gratifying. A new
practice involving self-driven learning using multiple PCs is
in the pipeline (fortunately easily implemented because of our
already-existing simulator setup).

Mosman Park - St Hilda’s

Practices are now 7:30am on Wednesdays with Maddi now
joining Zoe in ringing touches of Bob Doubles. We are delighted
that three more students have received ART awards – Dulcie
and Sophie achieved Levels 1 and 2 as well as Lotte Oudejans
achieving Level 2.			
Mary Townsend

Perth - St George’s

It is hard for a Western Australian citizen to feel sympathy for New
South Wales. They have Prime Ministers by the score representing
them, they have the ABC headquarters and they have heaps of
bell towers and ringers too. Now they are going to take our Kate
Thomson and leave us bereft! Grrr! It was with downcast eyes that
I read the news that Kate and her remarkably talented husband
Douglas (who has been head-hunted to sort out networks and
electrical engineering systems) are moving to Sydney. We wish
them both well for the future.		
Ian MacLeod

Sydney 12 Bell Weekend - 7-9 October 2022

Over 30 ringers from all over ANZAB territory took part in the
Sydney 12 Bell Weekend. Ringing ranged from Rounds & Call
Changes to Cambridge, Bristol, Phobos and Orion Maximus with
lots of Cinques and other Max methods in between. In total there
was well over 20 hours of ringing at St Mary’s and St Andrew’s.
ANZAB provided subsidised accommodation (available to all
ANZAB 12 bell ringers) and 8 from interstate and overseas took
up this offer. All but one of these ringers had never travelled to
a 12 Bell Weekend before and they included 3 from NZ - a first.
The weekend was preceded by the “Goulburn Extension” - 3 days
of ringing in Goulburn and Canberra, with ANZAB providing
subsidised transport for the group travelling from Sydney for the
“Extension”. The ringing included Cinques and Maximus, along
with ringing on lower number, sessions with local ringers and
supporting two practice nights. Another great success!
3 quarter peals were rung (they’ll be reported in Summer RT).
You can see photos of the ringers at both locations in eRT.

You may have seen adverts like this in The
Ringing World for The Education Column.
They include a substantial quantity of
additional material, beyond what was
originally published. The four sets plus
various Christmas articles are available in
UK for £25 ($42 at the current exchange
rate) plus postage - expensive from UK.

The St Mary’s Young Ringer’s 12 Bell Scholarship

The Sydney ringing included two weddings at St Mary’s where
the payment normally received by ringers has been given for “The
St Mary’s Young Ringer’s 12 Bell Scholarship” - to benefit an
individual young ringer and fund their travel & accommodation
to a future Sydney 12 Bell weekend. Watch out for application
details soon. Note that this Scholarship is independent of ANZAB.

I brought back a few earlier this year, but they were all quickly sold.
I now have a limited number of further copies, available at $40 (for
all four series plus the Christmas articles). This price includes postage
within Australia, or add $10 for postage to New Zealand. Please email
me if you are interested in purchasing a set: david@greygum.com.au
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Mandurah - Christ’s Church

A quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples (see page 7) rang out over
the City of Mandurah on the morning of Saturday 27 August,
celebrating Horace Lubbock’s impending century. Roger Lubbock
In eRT see for a summary of Horace’s ringing life.

L:R Kate Webb, Harry Howard, Chris Hall, Donna Ritchie,Marion
Brown, Cassandra Olive, Heather Kelly, Doug Nichols

Perth - The Bell Tower

The photograph shows our six new ringers plus Kate Webb and
myself as their teachers. Since the photo was taken, a seventh,
Molly Taplin,has started and is catching up fast and several others
are on hold (yes, we have a waiting list!). I suspect you will see
visiting ringers from Hobart more often in future as our new band
members find their feet and discover the pleasure of ringing in
other places.				
Doug Nichols

As part of our ‘Ring for Things’
strategy we’re planning to hold a
Chime for Charity day in support of
Telethon, on the second weekend of
the October school holidays in the
Bell Tower.
Mike Collinson

Claremont - Christ Church

Western Australia

Left: Young visitor, Leonardo,
chiming the treble: “hopefully there
is another bell ringer in the making”
Mary Townsend
See more WA news (including new
ringer profiles) in Look-To, available
on the ANZAB website.

York - Holy Trinity

Four ringers spent an enjoyable Friday 15 July in York, doing
some much-needed maintenence on the bells. The fittings were all
tightened, the loose wheel on the tenor attended to, and the new
ropes adjusted. The louvres above the bells were also checked to
ensure that pigeons could not enter, and the mess they had made
5
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Singleton - All Saints

The small town of Singleton in the Hunter Valley was able to
contribute a ringing event for the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II.
We rang call changes on bells half muffled with an emphasis on
Queens from 6:50 to 7:20pm. We then played God Save the King
on the carillon. The ringers included Janelle Cox, Bryden Cox,
Tony Farmer, Graham Brice, David Gausden & Nerina Gausden.
Families gathered to listen. Over sixty people stood in the
grounds of the church, others parked in cars with their windows
down and neighbours sat on their front porch. It was a moving
event and we were pleased to take part by paying respect to a
much loved, dignified Queen who was completely devoted to
her job and became Queen before most of us were born.		
Janelle Cox (Tower Captain)
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Orange - Holy Trinity

September has been a busy month - first there was tolling to
mark the Queen’s death, together with half-muffled ringing for
a long-serving member of the Parish and benefactor of our bells
at his funeral. Fortunately, our ringing was not all gloom as we
rang our fourth peal at Holy Trinity on 24 Sept to welcome our
new rector, The Rev Andy Martin and his family to Orange and
farewell the departing locum, The Rev Sean Heslehurst.
Those of us listening were amazed at the speed and coordination
of the Peal which raced along and filled the air with sound and
certainly caused many in the area to stop in their tracks to listen
to this unique (for Orange) event. After the Peal we all gathered
at the Hotel Canobolas. Rumour has it that our new rector may
be considering joining our happy little band, in which case we
will welcome him with open arms! 		
Jennifer Derrick
See the Peal report on page 7 and, in eRT a photograph of the
band. Back, L-R: 5, 1, 8, 7; Front, L-R: 3, 2, 4, 6

Queensland

Castlereagh (Wesleyan Chapel)

7 Aug 1260 Grandsire Doubles Ron Shepherd 1, Kathi Downs 2, Belinda
Messer 3, Mary Symes 4, Natalie Shea (C) 5, Andrew Messer 6. 1st QP of
Grandsire as conductor.

Goulburn (St Saviour’s Cathedral)

3 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Luka Sostarko 1, Christopher O’Mahony (C) 2,
Mary Symes 3, Andrew Waddell 4, Stephen Relf 5, Georgina Templeton 6. First
quarter peal away from cover - 1.

Susan Tonkin

NEW ZEALAND
Papanui - St Paul’s

We knew that the Queen, at 96, had been frail but the sudden
news of Her death, at 5.30am 9 Sept (NZ time), was unexpected
and shocking. There is no prior record of fully muffled ringing in
Christchurch. It was our first experience of fully muffled ringing
(tenor half-muffled) that, and then for Sunday morning ringing
2 days later. That afternoon, the muffles came off for special
ringing for the Proclamation of King Charles III, and went on
again afterwards as the period of mourning continued.
On the day of Her funeral a combined Cathedral and St Paul’s
band rang the first quarter peal in Christchurch for the death of a
Monarch: 1260 Grandsire Triples, the first fully-muffled quarter
in Christchurch and for the band. Ringing such quiet bells was a
strange experience. 2 days later the muffles were off for practice
night and we tried to pretend that everything was back to normal.
Special mention must be made of the Master at St Paul’s (Robbie
Richards) for going beyond the call of duty; he tolled the tenor
96 times at 7am on the morning of the Queen’s death - so
alerting the Vicar to what had happened; he also organised the
special ringing for the period of mourning. In addition, he and
the Steeple-Keeper (Christian Westrip) shared the unenviable
task of putting the muffles on and off twice.
Ron Stevens

South Australia

The Town Hall bells had a moment of glory in 1872 when they
signalled to Adelaide that the Overland Telegraph from Darwin
had finally been completed: “At 1 o’clock to-day we received
the welcome intelligence that the line was finished, and that the
communication was all that could be desired. … On the flag
being displayed at the Post-Office, which was to be the signal
on the receipt of the first message over the line, other flags went
up in quick succession, and the Town Hall bells rang out a
merry peal. The news was at once flashed all over the Australian
colonies.” (The Express and Telegraph, 22 August 1872)
6
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The afternoon of July 10 saw more than a baker’s dozen ringers
come to the Ballarat Town Hall from every tower in Melbourne,
along with a ringer from Lithgow and a good turnout from the
hometown crowd. The 2 hours of convivial ringing included
something for all levels of ringers – from rounds and call changes
to triples methods – and just about everyone got to stretch their
skills a bit. We
Ballarat ringers,
as the enthusiastic
hosts, would love
to see the monthly
event regaining its
pre-covid
place
as an attraction
for ringers from
around
the
region (and even
interstate) and also
love to hear your
ideas on this. The Town Hall ringing sessions take place on the
second Sunday of each month. To get on the email list for Town
Hall ringing information and reminders (and to offer suggestions
for future events), email me at lauragoodin@gmail.com. The
practices are also announced in the VicANZAB Facebook
group.					 Laura E. Goodin

There have been many highlights this last quarter. After a busy
time for the Sydney ANZAB Festival, we celebrated the 125th
Anniversary of Dedication with an orchestral mass on 10 July.
There was one combined service for the day, which we rang
for. We rang for the evensongs of Feast days of St Peter & Paul
and St James. We’ve only had to cancel 2 practices due to low
numbers. It was lovely to have Emma Carnuccio visit during a
break from her university studies. She is currently in Goulburn
so can sometimes find time to ring there.
The tenor was tolled 96 times on the day HM Queen Elizabeth’s
death was announced and a quarter peal rung on the day of her
funeral - an hour before the start of the service, Australian time.
The Sydney Ringing School this long weekend will also give the
Burwood bells a good workout.		
Pam Brock

A

Zachary Palmer 6. Rung before the Choral Evensong for the Feast of St Peter
& St Paul

Brisbane (St John’s Cathedral)

Ballarat - Town Hall

Burwood - St Paul’s

Z

150 years later there was a
serious absence of flags and
cheering crowds, but a small
band of ringers braved wet and
windy conditions to ensure that
the bells rang out as before at
1 pm. Pictured are David Bleby,
Kevin Stracey, Gabrielle Scherrer,
Matthew Ball & Susan Tonkin.

Victoria

N

24 Jul 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor Mike Toze 1, Rachel Aland 2, David
Smith 3, Kellie Hajek 4, Patrick Johns 5, Ian McCulloch (C) 6. In memory of
Brother William SSF (Uncle Peter). Friar, distinguished Artist and Musician,
uncle of ringer of 5. Died in Brisbane 17 July 2022 aged 96.
29 Jul 1296 Spliced Surprise Minor(2m) 648 London, Norwich; 24 com; atw.
Mike Toze 1, Harold Bartlett 2, Rachel Aland 3, Patrick Johns 4, David Smith 5,
Ian McCulloch (C) 6. First spliced: 3

PEALS and QUARTER PEALS

All performances rung for ANZAB unless noted otherwise.
Peal congratulations: First Peal: Paul Farmer of Adelaide
1484 LONDON, UK, St James Garlickhythe, Garlick Hill
Tues August 9 2022 3h 1 (9–1–25 in G♯)
5184 Spliced Surprise Major (5m)

Maryborough (St Paul)

16 Jul 1260 Grandsire Doubles Pam Thurlow 1, Rachel Jensen 2, Kellie Hajek
3, Richard Jolly 4, Ian McCulloch (C) 5, Matthew Farthing 6. In memory of Jim
Kirk, generous donor of the bell restoration in 2012. First quarter peal: 1

1152 Lincolnshire, Rutland; 960 Cambridge, Superlative, Yorkshire 155 com

Composed by Marcus C W Sherwood
1 Christopher D O’Mahony (C)
2 Philip R Goodyer
3 Penelope J V Sharpe		
4 Ian P McCulloch
5 Julia R Cater			
6 James W Perrins
7 Dylan J Thomas		
8 Peter I Harrison
First peal of spliced surprise major: 7
1485 WESTMINSTER. UK, St Clement Danes
Wed August 10 2022 in 3h 10 (21–1–23 in E)
5059 Stedman Caters
Composed by D. F. Morrison (No. 1845)
1 Dickon R Love			
2 Rachel Titmuss
3 William T Perrins		
4 Ian P McCulloch
5 Christopher D O’Mahony
6 Philip R Goodyer
7 Peter I Harrison (C)		
8 Julia R Cater
9 James W Perrins		
10 Peter J Joyce
Length chosen for the recent birthdays of Christopher O’Mahony
and Penelope Sharpe
1489 ORANGE, NSW, Holy Trinity
Saturday, 24 September 2022 in 2h 40 (6–3–15 in Bb)
5056 Rutland Surprise Major
Composed by Peter R King
1 William T Perrins		
2 Claire E O’Mahony
3 Jennifer C N Davies		
4 Andrew P J Davies
5 Alan H Champion		
6 Murray-Luke Peard
7 James A D Woolford		
8 Thomas M Perrins (C)
Rung to thank the outgoing rector Sean Heslehurst, and to
welcome the new, Andy Martin.

South Australia

Adelaide (St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral)

29 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Hannah Tayler 1, Peter Norman 2, Matthew
Ball 3, David Sorell 4, Charlotte Sorell (C) 5, Elbé Alexander 6, Andrew Hopton
7, Daniel Alexander 8. First quarter inside, 4.

Victoria

Burnley (St Bartholomew)

24 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Merienne Shortridge 1, Tom Read 2, Mariane
Marati 3, Deryn Griffiths 4, David Pacey 5, Inga J Griffiths-Hunt 6. Rung for the
Patronal Festival Service. A co-conducting effort.

West Heidelberg (St Pius X)

20 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Minor Andrew Cole 1, Andrew Reynolds 2, Mariane
Marati 3, Deryn Griffiths 4, David Pacey 5, Brian Pettet (C) 6.
4 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Inga J Griffiths-Hunt 1, Paige Kranz 2, Clarissa
Caroe 3, Deryn Griffiths (C) 4, Andrew Cole 5, Morwenna Griffiths 6. Rung in
memory of Judith Durham on the weekend prior to her state funeral.

Western Australia

Claremont (Christ Church)

8 Jul 1272 Cambridge Surprise Minor Mary Townsend 1, Scott Jones 2, Mike
Collinson 3, Callum Crofton 4, Leo Brown 5, Richard Offen (C) 6. First of
surprise ‘inside’: 5 A 17th birthday compliment to Liah Jones, Scott’s niece.
22 Jul 1320 Racehorse Goanna Toilet Bowl Surprise Minor Mary Townsend
1, Corinne Rule 2, Richard Offen 3, Callum Crofton 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5,
Adam Beer (C) 6. First Quarter in the method. Racehorse Goanna Toilet Bowl
Surprise: -36-14-12-36-1234-1236,12. A final salute to Kalgoorlie from Corinne
& Adam. Thanks to Mark Tearle for suggesting this incident as a method name!

Mandurah (Christ’s Church)

27 Aug 1260 Grandsire Triples Roger Lubbock 1, Tony Murray-Feist 2, Pat
Lubbock 3, Deb Hay 4, Mike Collinson 5, Ron Chapman 6, Ian Harris (C) 7, Zoe
Goodwin 8. A 100th birthday compliment to Horace Lubbock, father of Roger,
formerly a ringer at Wroxham, Norfolk and Rockingham & Mandurah in WA.

Mosman Park (St Hilda)

Quarter Peals

23 Jul 1250 Yorkshire Surprise Major Mary Townsend 1, Richard Offen 2,
Callum Crofton 3, Lloyd Cartwright 4, Julie Taylor 5, Mike Collinson 6, Ian
Harris 7, Adam Beer (C) 8. 80th birthday compliment to Janet Mitchell.
2 Sep 1282 Cambridge Surprise Major Mary Townsend 1, Corinne Rule 2,
Julie Taylor 3, Richard Offen (C) 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5, Callum Crofton 6, Ian
Harris 7, Adam Beer 8. Birthday compliments to Corinne’s Mum (yesterday),
Lloyd’s Mum (Tuesday), Callum (Monday) and Amanda Harris (Tuesday)
...that’s an awful lot of birthday cake!

First quarter congratulations to Christopher Kulesz-Spurtacz of
Lindfield, Pam Thurlow of Maryborough, David Sorell of Adelaide,
and as conductor to Ken Hodgkin of Claremont.

Australian Capital Territory
Manuka (St Paul)

4 Sep 1260 Minor(2m) 720 St Clement’s College Bob, 540 Plain Bob Phoebe
Houghton 1, Christopher O’Mahony 2, James Heyes 3, Mary Symes 4, Jim
Waddell 5, Andrew Waddell (C) 6.

Perth (St George’s Cathedral)

17 Jul 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major Tony Murray-Feist 1, Deb Hay 2, Julie
Taylor 3, Callum Crofton 4, Richard Offen 5, Mike Collinson 6, Lloyd Cartwright
(C) 7, Ian Harris 8. First of Yorkshire: 3. For Evensong and in celebration of the
life of Sharon Rosielle, a close friend of Julie.
31 Jul 1260 Grandsire Triples Julie Taylor 1, Irene Mackenzie 2, Kate Thomson

New South Wales
Burwood (St Paul)

3 Jul 1260 Doubles(2m) 660 Grandsire, 600 Plain Bob Doubles Michael Lorber
1, Pam Brock 2, Jackie Spratt 3, Robert Weatherby Jnr 4, Andrew Davies (C) 5,
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REPEATING AN HISTORIC OCCASION

3, Mike Collinson 4, Henry Attfield 5, Andrew Ling 6, Ian Harris (C) 7, Josclyn
Sloan 8. Farewell to Kate, leaving for Sydney.

The first Peal at St Andrew’s
Walkerville was rung on 15th
February 1952 “fully mufled
on the day of the burial of King
George VI”.
It was the first tower bell peal
in South Australia. It was also
the first peal for three of the
band and the first tower bell
peal for all ringers except the
conductor.
On 19th September 2022 a peal
was rung at St Andrew’s in the
same 4 methods on the day of
the funeral and interment of
HM Queen Elizabeth II.

Perth (The Bell Tower)

10 Jul 1260 Grandsire Triples Deb Hay 1, Mike Collinson 2, Julie Taylor
3, Tony Murray-Feist 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5, Henry Attfield 6, Ian Harris (C)
7, Ethan Bridges 8. Rung half muffled in memory of Perth Zoo’s much loved
elephent Tricia, who died aged 65.
28 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Minor Catherine J Simcock 1, Teresa Sugden 2, Tony
Murray-Feist 3, Mike Collinson 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5, Ian Harris (C) 6.

New Zealand

Auckland (St Matthew-in-the-City)

23 Sep 1260 Grandsire Doubles Chris Gildea 1, Scott Pilkington 2, Tony
Binstead 3, Robbie H Bennett 4, Mike Stone 5, Adrian P Grant 6. Jointly
conducted by 4, 5, 6. Rung in memorium John N Dunn (1937-2022), formerly
life member of St Matthew’s Society of Bellringers, whose 85th birthday was 9
Sept 2022. Method chosen as it was John’s first recorded Peal in Feb 1962 at the
former Christchurch Cathedral. A toast was also charged in his memory.

RECRUITMENT & TRAINING

Sydney Ringing School

Eyrewell Forest (Karearea Bells)

After two years, the Sydney Ringing School (SRS) was back!
Run over the October long weekend in Sydney, the SRS had 7
learners participate from across Sydney, Rosemeadow, Bathurst,
Lithgow/Katoomba and the ACT. This year we had 45 helpers
assist over 12 ringing sessions, across 9 towers over the 4 days lots of organising! Tony Pipe, a learner from Katoomba/Lithgow
who attended the weekend provided this insight:
‘The Sydney Ringing School provided an opportunity for
learners to push, and be pushed, beyond the limit of our current
levels of skill and ability. The great thing about this weekend
was the wealth of knowledge and practical instruction on offer
from the helpers, dispensed with that most generous quality –
patience.’ In eRT: more participant insights and photographs
Left: Learners at St Benedict’s.
Peter Harrison reports: with 12
ringing sessions (from rounds to
Plain Hunt) there was no shortage
of Ringing Masters required.
The first job was to make sure
each “learner” got used to bells
that were different from their
home tower. One bit of feedback
I got during the weekend was
someone saying thank you for explaining what we were trying to
do, rather than just saying “do it”. When trying something new
it rarely work immediately, it’s important to remind the learner
that this is a big step and it’s okay to try and try again.
Next year’s SRS is 30 Sept - 2 Oct. Apply early! Anna Perrins

27 Aug 1300 Doubles (1m/1v) Mike Clayton 1, Mandy Spearing 2, Chris Oldham
3, Terry Spearing 4, Mark C Harris 5, Karen Robinson 6. Jointly conducted by
1,2,3,4,5. In memory of Nemo, a friend to all ringers.

Wellington (St Paul’s Cathedral)

10 Jul 1260 Plain Bob Minor Lex Harrison 1, Philippa Bowron 2, Ruth
Lightbourne 3, Derek Williams 4, Colin Saxelby 5, Chris Jarman (C) 6. To
celebrate the granting of a New Zealand residency visa to Colin Saxelby.
17 Jul 1260 Doubles(4m) 180 Plain Bob, 360 each Eynesbury, St Simon’s and
St Martin’s Philippa Bowron 1, Ruth Lightbourne 2, Colin Saxelby 3, Derek
Williams 4, Chris Jarman (C) 5.
24 Jul 1260 St Clement’s College Bob Minor Ruth Lightbourne 1, Derek Williams
2, Philippa Bowron 3, Janet Grocott 4, Colin Saxelby 5, Chris Jarman (C) 6.
14 Aug 1260 Doubles(3m) 420 St Simon’s, 480 St Martin’s, 360 Plain Bob
Colin Saxelby 1, Ruth Lightbourne 2, Derek Williams (C) 3, Janet Grocott 4,
Andrew Dicks 5.
21 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Minor Ruth Lightbourne 1, Colin Saxelby 2, Janet
Grocott 3, Philippa Bowron 4, Andrew Dicks 5, Derek Williams (C) 6.
28 Aug 1260 Doubles(5m) 240 each St Osmund, Eynesbury, St Simon’s and St
Martin’s; 300 Plain Bob Derek Williams 1, Colin Saxelby 2, Andrew Dicks 3,
Ruth Lightbourne 4, Janet Grocott 5, Philippa Bowron 6.

Wellington (The John David Mini Ring)

2 Jul 1260 Plain Bob Minor Janet Grocott 1, Lex Harrison 2, Ruth Lightbourne
3, Philippa Bowron 4, Derek Williams 5, Chris Jarman (C) 6.
16 Aug 1260 Doubles(4m) 420 Eynesbury, 360 each St Simon’s and St Martin’s,
120 Plain Bob Janet Grocott 1, Ruth Lightbourne 2, Colin Saxelby 3, Andrew
Dicks 4, Derek Williams (C) 5. Wishing Philippa’s stomach well.

NZ/AUS

Sonneur (Thorndon, Kenepuru, Grenada Village, Canberra)

11 Aug 1260 St Simon’s Bob Doubles Philippa Bowron 1, Ruth Lightbourne
2, Edwin Hermann 3, Andrew Waddell 4, Derek Williams 5. This performance
was rung using simulated sound on a virtual ringing platform. First quarter using
Sonneur as the platform. With thanks to 3 for developing the platform.

Supporting New Conductors

Handbell Quarters

New Conductors - These may be relative newcomers to ringing,
both the young and not-so-young; people who have been ringing
for many years and have never considered conducting; and
people who rarely conduct but are keen to be encouraged. Some
key points to consider for new Conductors:
• it takes a lot of bravery, practice and perseverance,
• Ringing Masters - create an encouraging, supportive atmosphere,
• find a good mentor in your band or branch,
• set some goals with your mentor,
• mentors - give positive feedback, minimise the potential
discouragment of failure: set a new conductor up to suceed,
• Go for it! - we need a diversity of people to conduct ringing.
Be prepared to put in extra effort, including homework, but
the rewards are well worth it. Find the whole article in eRT,
and check out https://anzab.org.au/education.php. Kathi Downs

Wellington

Handbell Stadium (New Zealand)

21 Jul 1320 Spliced Surprise Minor(11m) 144 Beverley, Cambridge, Ipswich,
Norfolk, Primrose, Surfleet 120 Durham 96 Berwick, Bourne, Hexham, Hull
Surprise Minor. 35 CoM. Christopher Jarman (Wellington) 1-2, Ruth Lightbourne
(Kenepuru) 3-4, Gerald McIlhone (Pinehaven) (C) 5-6.
10 Jun 1260 Double Bob Minor Derek Williams 1-2, Ruth Lightbourne 3-4, Chris
Jarman (C) 5-6.
16 Jun 1260 Plain Bob Minor Ruth Lightbourne 1-2, Chris Jarman (C) 3-4, Derek
Williams 5-6.

Do you have a successful recruitment story?
Are you planning a future training session? Let us know:
education@anzab.org.au
ringing.towers@anzab.org.au (for the Training section of RT)
webmaster@anzab.org.au (for the ANZAB online calendar)
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HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II
1926 - 2022

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II died on September 8th 2002 at
Balmoral Castle, Scotland. She was the longest reigning British
Monarch and Head of State in both Australia and New Zealand.
ANZAB ringing in memory of the Queen is recorded on
pages 10 and 11 of this issue of Ringing Towers. Australian &
New Zealand ringers have a long history of ringing for Royal
occasions, here are some early ones associated with the Queen.
Ringing Towers Vol 1 No 9 December 1947
“It has been reported that all Sydney towers rang for the wedding
of HRH Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh. St Jude’s
Randwick scored a Quarter Peal of Grandsire Triples on this
occasion ... a first for all the band, for the Association, on the
bells and the first of Triples by a lady in NSW”. This, and other
achievements by women that month in NSW, led the Editor to
note “not so long ago it was considered that the ladies’ place was
on the treble, but these girls have shown how wrong that was.”
“From Christchurch comes news of no fewer than 14 ringers
having been ‘on parade’ on the morning of the Royal Wedding.”
Ringing Towers Vol 2 No 3 April 1948
“The important news this month is the proposed visit of the King
and Queen early next year. All towers should endeavour to have
their bells in first class condition for the festivities which will
take place on the arrival of our Royal Visitors.” That tour was
subsequently cancelled due to the King’s declining health.
Ringing Towers Vol 8 No 1 February 1954
Queen Elizabeth II became the first reigning monarch to visit
New Zealand in December 1953 and Australia in February 1954.
“In Christchurch Grandsire Triples were rung as they passed
the Cathedral and to mark this great occasion a peal was rung
on the following Saturday, fittingly the band consisted of 3 New
Zealand and 3 English ringers. Bells were rung at all Sydney
towers and at night those towers advantageously placed viewed
a magnificent fireworks display on the harbour.”
The Queen visited New Zealand a further 9 times and Australia
a further 15 times with ringing recorded in Ringing Towers for
many of these visits.
Ringing Towers has also recorded ringing for King Charles,
the earliest being in Vol 2 No 11: “a happy event occured in a
distant part of the Empire and was hailed with joy throughout
the world.” A peal, a half peal and a quarter peal were recorded
“in honour of the Birth of HRH The Prince of Edinburgh” - later
The Prince of Wales and now King Charles III. ANZAB ringing
for the Proclamation of King Charles III is recorded on page 11.

Back row 2, 5,1, 3:
Catherine
Lamphee,
Philip Cooper,
Richard Lamphee,
Jonathan Eggleton
Front row 6,4
Frederick Staude,
Hervey Bagot

Catherine
Hodge
(née
Lamphee) and Philippa
Lamphee (long time captain
at St Andrew’s) came to
listen to some of the peal.
Hervey Bagot sent his best
wishes to the ringers.
Pictured right: the 2022 peal
the band (in the same back
row/front row order as the
1952 peal) with, centre front
row, Philippa and Catherine.
Peal details are on page 10.

TOLLING AT MIDDAY ON FRIDAY 9 SEPT 2022

Many ANZAB towers responded to
news of the Queen’s death - at St Paul’s
Catholic Church, Camden, Andrew
Messer (left) tolled for an hour from
midday on Friday 9 Sept. Like many
bells in ANZAB territory this is the
first time this bell was been rung for
the death of a monarch. Its sound could
heard by those walking past, and right
up to the High Street, proclaiming the
death of Queen Elizabeth and thanking
her for a job well done. Ron Shepherd
Details of tolling and other general ringing at ANZAB towers
following the Queen’s death are on page 11 (Bellboard to 30/9).
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ANZAB RINGING for the QUEEN
News of the death of HM the Queen reached Australia and New
Zealand in the early hours of Friday 9th September. Within
hours tolling, general ringing and quarter peals
were rung across Australia and New Zealand
and in the subsequent days ringing in the Queen’s
memory took place in most ANZAB towers.
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1488 CANBERRA, ACT, St Paul, Manuka
Thursday, 22 September 2022 in 2h 38 (4–1–12 in C)
5040 Minor (4m)
720 Kent Treble Bob, 1440 each of Cambridge Surprise, St
Clement’s College Bob, Plain Bob Minor.
1 James G Waddell
2 L L Rusty Bullivant-Walters
3 Andrew K Waddell
4 Mary C Symes
5 Ronald E J Shepherd
6 Christopher D O’Mahony (C)
Rung half-muffled as part of Australia’s National Day of
Mourning in thanksgiving for the life of Queen Elizabeth II
The
death of HM Queen Elizabeth was marked with a
Day of
Mourning and public holiday on Thursday
the 22nd
September 2022 in Australia. A
national
memorial service took place
that day in
Canberra. A minute’s
silence was
held at 11am, flags
flown at halfmast and bells
tolled or rung
muffled.

A

QUARTER PEALS

Papanui (St Paul)

22 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples David Bleby 1, Hannah Tayler 2, Michelle
Harrison 3, Charlotte Sorell 4, Peter Norman 5, Philip Goodyer 6, Matthew
Sorell (C) 7, Matthew Ball 8. Rung fully muffled (open tenor backstroke).
On the Australian National Day of Mourning for Queen Elizabeth II

Parramatta (All Saints)

9 Sep 1260 Grandsire Doubles Alison Brooks 1, Robbie H Bennett 2, Tony
Binstead 3, Scott Pilkington 4, Mike Stone (C) 5, Geoff Waller 6. Rung at
7:30pm Friday 09 Sept 2022 in commemoration of the passing of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth of Aotearoa New Zealand.

Bridgetown (The Alphabet Ring)

13 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Anna Perrins 1, Enid Roberts 2, Rusty Walters
3, Paul Doyle 4, Ron Shepherd 5, Thomas Perrins 6, Richard Webster (C) 7, Ross
Langford-Brown 8. Half-muffled in memory HM Queen Elizabeth II.

Sydney (St Andrew’s Cathedral)

19 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Anna Perrins 1, Kate Thomson 2, Rachel Perrins
3, Bill Perrins 4, Peter Harrison 5, Richard Webster 6, Thomas Perrins (C) 7,
Murray-Luke Peard 8. Rung half-muffled prior to the funeral of HM Queen
Elizabeth II.
21 Sep 1260 Doubles(3m) Kate Thomson 1, Anna Perrins 2, Murray-Luke Peard
3, Bill Perrins (C) 4, Peter Harrison 5, Ron Shepherd 6. Following the Cathedral
Memorial Service, rung half muffled in memory of Queen Elizabeth II

Sydney (St Philip)

16 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Jeanne Crozier 1, Maggi Fisher 2, Marylon
Coates 3, L L Rusty Bullivent-Walters 4, Mary Symes 5, Sam Rorke 6, Bill
Perrins (C) 7, David Killner 8. In Memoriam Queen Elizabeth II First Triples: 1

Burwood (St Paul)

1490 SYDNEY, NSW
Cathedral Church of St Mary
Monday, 3 October 2022 in 3h 37 (34–1–3 in C♯)
5081 Grandsire Cinques
Composed by John Pladdys
1 Alan H Champion		
2 Gwen Rogers
3 I Mary Sluter			
4 Claire E O’Mahony
5 William T Perrins		
6 Mary C Symes
7 James A D Woolford		
8 Murray-Luke Peard
9 Peter I Harrison (C)		
10 Philip Rogers
11 Thomas M Perrins		
12 Andrew P J Davies
Rung open in celebration of the life of Her Late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II (1926-2022)

1487 WALKERVILLE, SA, St Andrew
Monday, 19 September 2022 in 2h 51 (12–1–26)
5040 Doubles (4m)
120 Old Bob, 120 Norfolk Bob, 2400 Plain Bob, 2400 Grandsire
1 Michelle C Harrison		
2 Kevin M Stracey
3 Matthew A Ball			
4 Philip R Goodyer
5 Matthew J Sorell (C)		
6 Paul B Farmer
Rung fully muffled on the day of the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II
First peal - 6
Noting the first peal on the bells and the first peal in South
Australia, rung by a local band in 1952 in the same 4 Doubles
methods: https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1545585

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS

RANDWICK, NSW, St Jude
Saturday, 17 September 2022 in 3h 8 (14–1–25 in F♯)
5184 Bristol Surprise Major
Composed by Thomas M Perrins
1 L L Rusty Bullivant-Walters
2 Thomas M Perrins
3 William T Perrins		
4 Christopher D O’Mahony
5 Andrew P J Davies		
6 Murray-Luke Peard
7 Richard F Webster (C)		
8 Nigel J Bailey
Half muffled in memoriam HM Queen Elizabeth II
10
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Randwick (St Jude)

17 Sep 1440 Regina Mortua Surprise Minor Mary Townsend 1, Corinne Rule 2,
Callum Crofton 3, Richard Offen 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5, Adam Beer (C) 6. First Quarter in the method. Regina Mortua Surprise: X34X1456X1256X36X34X16-1236.
Half-muffled in commemoration of the passing of HM Queen Elizabeth II.
17 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Jayne Hodgkin 1, Richard Offen 2, Lloyd
Cartwright 3, Ken Hodgkin 4, Adam Beer (C) 5, Mark Tearle 6. Rung halfmuffled in commemoration of the passing of HM Queen Elizabeth II.
17 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Lloyd Cartwright 1, Jayne Hodgkin 2, Mary
Townsend 3, Adam Beer 4, Corinne Rule 5, Ken Hodgkin (C) 6. Half-muffled in
commemoration of the passing of HM Queen Elizabeth II. First as conductor: 6.

19 Sep 1260 Grandsire
Doubles Mark Palmer 1,
Pam Brock 2, Jackie Spratt
3, Robert Weatherby Jnr 4,
Andrew Davies (C) 5, Kin Mun
Kan 6. Rung half muffled prior to
the commencement of the funeral
of HM Queen Elizabeth II

1486 SYDNEY, NSW, Cathedral Church of St Andrew
Sunday, 18 September 2022 in 3h 31 (29–0–4 in C♯)
5039 Grandsire Caters
Composed by Thomas Hooley
1 Murray-Luke Peard		
2 Anna M Perrins
3 William J Ryan			
4 Rachel T Perrins
5 Hugh A Carwardine		
6 William T Perrins (C)
7 Andrew P J Davies		
8 Thomas M Perrins
9 Richard F Webster		
10 Jennifer C N Davies
Rung half-muffled in memory of HM Queen Elizabeth II

A

22 Sep 1260 Doubles(2m) Annette Snars 1, Anna Perrins 2, Colin Sweet 3, Bill
Perrins (C) 4, Thomas Perrins 5, Jenny Davies 6. Rung half muffled.
Perth (The Bell Tower)
11 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Tony Murray-Feist 1, Pat Lubbock 2, Julie
Taylor 3, Deb Hay 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5, Callum Crofton 6, Ian Harris (C) 7,
Roger Lubbock 8. Rung half muffled in memory of HM Queen Elizabeth II

Auckland (St Matthew-in-the-City)

20 Sep 1260 St Clement’s College Bob Minor Mike Toze 1, Lynn Healy 2, Kenneth Wong 3, Harold Bartlett 4, David Smith 5, Kellie Hajek (C) 6. Half-muffled
prior to the Service of Thanksgiving for the life and work of HM Elizabeth II.

AUSTRALIANAND NEW ZEALANDASSOCIATION

Z

19 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Nicky K Richards 1, Mandy Spearing 2, Robert
N Richards 3, Lindsay Trott 4, Mary Sluter 5, Christian Westrip 6, Ronald J
Stevens (C) 7, Frank Sluter 8. Rung fully muffled by the ringing societies of
Christchurch Cathedral & St Paul’s, Papanui in memory of Queen Elizabeth II.

Adelaide (St Peter’s Cathedral)

Brisbane (St John’s Cathedral)

This page records the five peals rung in Australia
in memory of
Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.
Twenty one quarters,
tolling, call changes &
other general ringing in
Australia and New Zealand
reported on Bellboard up to
30 September 2022 are recorded
on page 11. Details of all the over
5,000 ringing events rung around the
world In Memorium for the Queen can be
found on bellboard.org and ANZAB ringing is at
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/search.php?association_id=9&event=15306

N

TOLLING AND GENERAL RINGING

9 Sep Armidale Cathedral Church of St Peter 96 Tolling; Auckland St Matthew in the City
Rounds and Called Changes, 96 Tolling; Burwood St Paul 96 Tolling; Claremont Christ
Church 96 Tolling; Geelong St Paul’s 96 Tolling; Hamilton St Peter 96 Tolling; Lindfield
Holy Family of Nazareth Tolling; Mandurah Christ’s Church Tolling; Manuka St Paul
96 Tolling; Randwick St Jude 96 Tolling; Melbourne St Patrick’s Cathedral 96 Tolling;
Melbourne St Paul’s Cathedral General Ringing; Randwick St Jude Half Muffled General
Ringing; Rockingham Civic Centre Tolling; Sydney
St Andrew’s Cathedral 96 Tolling, Call Changes; Sydney
Christ Church St Laurence 96 Tolling; Wellington St Paul’s
Cathedral 96 Tolling, Call Changes and Plain Bob Triples;
Lithgow Hoskins Memorial Church Rounds and Tolling;
Maryborough St Paul Rounds, Call Changes, Plain Hunt on 5.
10 Sep Bridgetown The Alphabet Ring 96 Tolling; West Heidelberg
St Pius X 780 Grandsire Doubles. 11 Sep Hamilton Waikato Cathedral
of St Peter Rounds and Call Changes; Manuka St Paul 96 Tolling. 19 Sep
Armidale St Peter’s Cathedral General Ringing; Lithgow Hoskins Memorial
Church General Ringing; Maryborough St Paul Rounds, Call Changes, Doubles;
Perth St George’s Cathedral Rounds and Call Changes; Perth The Bell Tower
Tolling. 22 Sep Lithgow Hoskins Memorial Church General Ringing and 96 Tolling;
Maryborough St Paul Tolling; Sep Randwick St Jude 70 Tolling and Rounds and Call
Changes 26 Sep Auckland St Matthew in the City Rounds on 8, PB & Grandsire Doubles.

Claremont (Christ Church)

14 Sep 1260 Doubles(3m/p) 60 Stedman, 600 each of Plain Bob and Grandsire.
Sue Gillett 1, Mary Townsend 2, Jayne Hodgkin 3, Ken Hodgkin 4, Richard
Offen (C) 5, Peter McKerracher 6. Rung half-muffled for HM Queen Elizabeth II
22 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Joy Shepherd 1, Richard Offen 2, Leo Brown
(C) 3, Jenny Stallard 4, Callum Crofton 5, Stuart Everett 6. Rung half-muffled on
the Australian National Day of Mourning. First away from cover: 1.

The above ringing was recorded on Bellboard to 30/9/22. Ringing Towers can report that
Tolling and muffled ringing also took place at many other towers across Australia and NZ

THE PROCLAMATION OF KING CHARLES III

Eyrewell Forest (Karearea Bells)

Bridgetown (The Alphabet Ring)

18 Sep 1260 Doubles(4m) Mandy Spearing 1, Mike Clayton 2, Lindsay Trott
3, Mary Sluter 4, Frank Sluter (C) 5, Anita Adams 6, Terry Spearing 7, Chris
Oldham 8. In memoriam HM Queen Elizabeth II

18 Sep 1440 Vivat Rex Surprise Minor Mary Townsend 1, Corinne
Rule 2, Callum Crofton 3, Richard Offen 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5,
Adam Beer (C) 6. First Quarter in the method. Vivat Rex Surprise:
X34X1456X56X36X1234X16-1236. To celebrate the Accession and
Proclamation of HM King Charles III. Vivat Rex!
18 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Jayne Hodgkin 1, Lloyd Cartwright 2, Mary
Townsend 3, Corinne Rule 4, Callum Crofton 5, Adam Beer 6, Richard Offen
(C) 7, Ken Hodgkin 8. First 8-bell QP on the bells in the ‘Happy Frame’. Rung to
celebrate the Accession & Proclamation of HM King Charles III.

Goulburn (St Saviour’s)

11 Sep 1296 Cambridge S. Minor Stephen Relf 1, Scott Jones 2, Deryn Griffiths
3, Andrew Waddell 4, James Heyes 5, Christopher O’Mahony (C) 6. Rung fully
muffled in memory of HM Queen Elizabeth II. First surprise minor: 1

Lindfield (Holy Family)

27 Sep 1260 Grandsire Doubles Christopher Kulesz-Spurtacz 1, Anna Perrins
2, Judy Dearn 3, Colin Blayney 4, Thomas Perrins (C) 5. Rung in memory of
HM Queen Elizabeth II. First QP: 1. First in method: 3.

Goulburn (131 Bradley Street)

11 Sep 1260 Plain Bob Minor Andrew Waddell 1-2, Christopher O’Mahony
3-4, Deryn Griffiths (C) 5-6. To celebrate the accession of King Charles III.

Naremburn (St Leonard)

9 Sep 1296 Plain Bob Minor Patricia Gemmell 1, Maggi Fisher 2, Peter McEvoy
3, Angus Gilchrist 4, Deryn Griffiths (C) 5, Christopher O’Mahony (C) 6 Halfmuffled for Queen Elizabeth II .Preceded by tolling at midday. First of minor: 1

Sydney (St Mary’s Cathedral)

10 Sep 1259 Grandsire Caters Margaret Hill 1, Mary Symes 2, Anna Perrins 3,
Richard Webster 4, Enid Roberts 5, Rusty Walters 6, Bill Perrins (C) 7, Jim Woolford
8, Thomas Perrins 9, Paul Doyle 10. During the proclamation of King Charles III

Perth (St George’s Cathedral)

11 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Mary Townsend 1, Irene Mackenzie 2, Josclyn
Sloan 3, Andrew Reynolds 4, Tony Murray-Feist 5, Andrew Ling 6, Ian Harris
(C) 7, Mark Tearle 8. Rung fully muffled with tenor open at backstroke.

11 Sep Auckland St Matthew in the City Rounds & Called Changes; Goulburn 131 Bradley
St New South Wales 126 Grandsire Caters; Wellington St Paul’s Cathedral Call Changes and
Plain Bob Doubles rung for the Proclamation of King Charles III.
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CENTRAL COUNCIL REP’S REPORT 2022
On Saturday 3 Sept the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
(CCCBR) AGM was held in Nottingham - the first in-person since
2019. The weekend was held at the Nottingham Trent University
at the Clifton Campus. Peter Harrison and David Smith were
there, but ANZAB’s other Representative, David Bleby, was not
able to attend - virtual attendence wasn’t possible this year.
Being in-person, there was the opportunity of some general
ringing on the Friday which was very popular and run well.
There were numerous towers running ringing at three different
levels: Group 1 was Moving on to minor methods, Group 2 was
Stedman Triples, Cambridge and Yorkshire, Group 3 was The
Core 7 and Beyond. In the evening there was ringing at St Peter’s
Nottingham (the lighter of the two 12s in Nottingham) with
everything from R&CC to Jump Changes to ringing Cinques
and Maximus methods. There was a designated pub afterwards
called the Vat and Fiddle - one ANZAB Rep made sure the local
Nottingham University ringers were not too disappointed by the
pub attendance from the visiting ringers.
Saturday, started off gently, with a reception for New Members
being held at 9am, plus the chance for other members to talk
to the Executive and heads of Workgroups. The Central Council
publications table did a roaring trade, showing that ringers/
towers still want things to thumb through as well as having items
available online (also discussed during the CCCBR AGM).
The Ringing World AGM was held first, with the main take away
point being that The RW accounts were heavily impacted by the
lack of ringing during the pandemic. The other big announcement
was the current Editor, Will Bosworth, is moving to Ireland for

Share online access to
The Ringing World
With our new
tower subscription
you get ...
•
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printed copy

•
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for 3, 6, 10 or 15
additional readers

•

6-month or
12-month options

From under
$300 pa

bb.ringingworld.co.uk/subscribe.php?tower
12

N

Z

A

B

his “other” job as a lay clerk, but he’ll still be able to act as Editor.
Trisha Shannon has joined as Editorial Assistant.
The main talking point at the CC AGM were the Executive and
Workgroup updates. Workgroup updates were kept brief but
with an opportunity for Representatives to ask questions. Simon
Linford, President of the CCCBR, spoke about a 2030 initiative
to get more ringers ringing and to consider what the world of
ringing will look like then. He is starting his last year as President,
but will be around to help out with projects he wants to finish off.
The 2030 initiative is a big project which will take a lot of time,
but it’s something he’s genuinely interested in. The Executive
has also started working with a PR company called Yellowyoyo
to help get ringing more in the public eye, in a positive way.
There were a few changes in the Executive & Workshop leaders.
David Smith and Alison Everett have reached the end of their
terms on the Exec, as has the long-standing Secretary Mary Bone,
the new Secretary for The Ringing World. The new Secretary for
the CCCBR is the Isle of Man’s Ernie de Legh-Runciman.
The final talking point was to do with the changing of
Representive numbers, and the way the Annual Subscription is
charged. A motion was carried to change this to GB£0.20 per
member of the Association/Society (previously it was a flat fee
of GB£40 per Rep for each Association/Society).
After the AGMs there was a dinner followed by a ceilidh held in
Beeston. There was also beer available, and those who didn’t feel
like dancing were able to support the local products on sale at the
bar. The evening was a great opportunity for members to mingle
and catch up with people that they didn’t get a chance to earlier.
For some strange reason there wasn’t a huge uptake on the
President’s offer to go for a run at 7:30am before service ringing
(he kept himself company in the end). A sign-up process ensured
the local towers all had enough ringers for Sunday Service
ringing. After this the Ringing Roadshow commenced back at the
university. There were many exhibitions, from 3 different minirings to showing how ropes are made, to various simulators, bell
hangers, historical groups, etc. Plenty to see, let alone the talks
which covered things from engaging young ringers and how we
can be the best teachers for our learners to Insurance and Risk
Management to What is out of tune?
The new mobile belfry, being built by
Taylor’s after a successful fund-raising
effort set up by CC, was on display.
It is a long way from finished, but
there was the opportunity to try it out.
Like the Charmborough Ring, it feels
much more like a light tower six than
a mini-ring. There was also a quick
demonstration of handbell ringing but
with a difference: there were 5 ringers
ringing 3 leads of Kent TB Maximus,
with Simon Melen ringing 9-10 & 1112 (right). This drew a big crowd and
huge applause at the end. Simon rang
a peal of four-in-hand back to Bristol
S Maximus back in 2013.
The weekend went very well and it was great to see so many
people in person again. The next AGM weekend will be the first
weekend in September 2023 and will be held in Ipswich, Suffolk.
Peter Harrison
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Staplehurst. After an enjoyable practice at St Peter-in-Thanet, I
moved to Canterbury where I attended a great practice at Sturry,
and grabbed my oldest bell (1325) at St Dunstan’s.
Before long, I returned to London to make some more history
- which was ringing on the oldest complete set of bells in the
world. After ringing with a few friends in Barnes on Friday, I
ran my second outing, which included Garlickhythe, Magnus,
Sepulchre, Clement Danes & Dunstan-in-the-West - I’m pictured
with the bell given by John Dunn there below. And see lots more
photos of Dylan’s travels in eRT .
We had a great mix of people - I had beginners ringing R&CC
on 12 for the first time, with the repertoire going as far up as
Stedman Caters and Yorkshire/Cambridge Surprise Major. A
very successful and enjoyable day, followed by a nice session at
a pub afterwards where not only did I decide English beer isn’t
really my thing and Dickon Love somehow managed to arrange
my first 12 bell QP at Magnus… in under 24 hours. Ahhhh!!
What could possibly go wrong? 1311 changes of Stedman
Cinques later, I finally had some more confidence.
After a couple of chill
days, with some ringing
at High Wycombe and St
Alban’s Abbey, I retreated
to the magical realm of
East Sussex, and during
that time experienced 3
very memorable events.
The 12-Bell contest, my
first peal in the UK, and
greatest of all, ringing
with the Sussex team at the RWNYC in Exeter (except the
contest piece itself). And man did they bring it home in style!!
Fair to say, we enjoyed a great afterparty, featuring handbells,
flapjacks & table tennis, attempting to get the nominal of the
Trophy at 1 in the morning….
We rounded off with service ringing at Crediton and Buckfast
Abbey in the morning, and after 2 QPs in Newton Abbot I
continued on my merry journey up to Bristol, with ringing at
Taunton Minster and East Brent. St Mary Redcliffe, my favourite
ring of bells, was next on the hit list. And well, I was sad to
say they were actually rubbish… only joking they’re lovelyyyy.
After Bristol I spent a long weekend in the gorgeous town of
Swindon, with QPs at Rodbourne Cheney (followed by practice
at Purton), Christ Church, and a failed peal turned QP at St
Mark’s. Sunday was spent touring towers in Gloucestershire: St
Mark’s Cheltenham, Cowley (snigger), Elkstone, Didbrook, and
Strensham (that’s actually in Worcestershire but shhh).
Unfortunately, 2 days later, my first not-so-nice news arrived.
A positive RAT test (sigh), and 3 days longer in Warwick than
planned. But never mind, the show must go on, and with a
negative test on Monday I was back underway, all the way to
Carlisle. 3 hours later and I found myself on a sailboat on Lake
Ullswater, surrounded by New Zealand-esque hills. Ringing up
north included Wigton, Penrith, Morpeth, Edinburgh St Mary’s,
Carlisle Cathedral, before the almighty power - Liverpool
Cathedral, where a 40 cwt bell is easier to ring than a 9 cwt bell!
Next was York, which is a special place in my family as it’s
where my mum went on an exchange and first learnt English.
On the ringing front, the Minster was of course front and

ANZAB GOES ON HOLS
After two years of limited travel many ANZAB members have
taken the opportunity to travel overseas in the last three months
- it feels like ANZAB has gone on holiday (certainly judging by
the well below average number of peals & quarters in this issue).
Ringing Towers asked some of those who travelled to the UK this
(Northern Hemisphere) Summer about their ringing experiences
- everything from village ringing, to the College Youths’ UK22
tour for overseas members; from an ANZAB weekend ringing
at all 13 towers on the Isle of Wight to the Cumberlands’ 275th
Anniversary dinner. And in between the Kensington Ringing
Weeks, a Peal on the second heaviest ring of bells in the World,
practice nights, weddings, a funeral, Sunday service ringing, the
North West Training Weekend and the Central Council Meeting.
Here are reports from nine ANZAB members.
The Editor

OPPORTUNITIES FOR A YOUNG KIWI

After 3 years of dreaming, it finally happened. My feet stepped
down onto the platform of London St Pancras. 18,814km away
from Wellington, New Zealand; my home and where I learnt to
ring, I took a deep breath, as just around the corner, two of my
best mates who I had never met before, were waiting for me.
And when that moment came, when I saw the face of Fred Mills
staring back at me, I knew my hard work had paid off. I’d made
it. Much to my amusement, Joe Aust picked a convenient time to
use the loo, but he also soon emerged and we all had some long
overdue hugs!!! For the first few hours I didn’t really believe
anything I was seeing, even to the point where I couldn’t look at
either of my friends! However we had a fantastic day in London
doing some sightseeing and travelling on the Underground
which I absolutely loved as a child on my first visit to London,
13 years ago. Of course, something else was just round the
corner. I started off with a real bang - the mighty 12 at Southwark
Cathedral for an ASCY practice. I had heard they were tough
but wasn’t sure how tough to expect….. Answer: bells OK in
rounds, then 2-3 is called = bell drops and pulls, which worsens
with each change. Such fun! Being descended from a perfect
going 12, that was just a slight shock to the system.
I would go on to expand my repertoire at several places in the
next 10 days. The crisp clear 12 of Amersham, the banana tower
of Burnham-on-Sea, the world’s heaviest ten at Wells (couldn’t
get the tenor off, so embarrassing…), and I also ran my first
outing - to Warminster, North Bradley, with the highlight being a
QP at Westbury, Wiltshire! My next stop was Hampshire, where
I enjoyed ringing at Eling, Romsey Abbey, and Portsmouth
Cathedral, before traipsing over to Kent, and had a fantastic few
days with QPs at both the Maidstone towers, Whitstable, ringing
for service at Rochester Cathedral and for my first wedding, at
13
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centre, where I rang
for Sunday service and
a quarter peal. To get
to York I had taken a
train along the oldest
passenger railway in
the world, the Stockton
to Darlington.
After making up for
lost time in Warwick, Stratford-upon-Avon, and at Birmingham
St Paul’s, I had another first, my one and only 3-bell tower,
Finmere! It was supposed to be 3 or 4 towers but most turned
up as unringable, hmm…., I was also subjected to Britain’s train
strikes, which meant a fair bit of changing plans, but happily,
they did not stop me ringing at Worcester Cathedral the next day,
or for weddings at Tewkesbury and Berrow (the best 5 of the
trip) - they get paid a lot to ring at UK weddings! David Bagley’s
mini ring was also fun, with only a couple of slipped wheels…
Scored a 2nd peal at Prestwold, before heading north once again,
Grantham-bound for Kye Leaver’s Birthday tour. Unbeknownst
to him, 4 hours of ringing on the 12 at St Wulfram’s, a pub dinner
and a trip to Loughborough Bell foundry were in store. I’ll never
forget the look on his face as at least 7 friends, a few parents,
and I, pounced on him in the pub the night before! And we had
a fabulous time -rounds on all 12, 13 (eww!) and scoring a QP.
Taylor’s also gave us a great tour of the foundry. We had great
fun on their 6cwt 12, with a stay even being broken….
After this, I dashed around London and the Southeast, having
to say goodbye to so many people, it was pretty heartbreaking.
I rang my last few quarters, including two specially arranged to
mark my departure, something I wish I didn’t have to do. Those
weren’t my last performances however. As many Aussies and
NZers were over in the UK Christopher O’Mahony arranged an
ANZAB peal, which we scored. I felt very honoured!
And my last ringing took place, at none other… than Southwark
Cathedral. Right back where I began. Where this incredible
incredible trip ends. I want to thank everyone (and if I could
mention everyone, I would) who helped make it so successful
and so enjoyable. You made me feel SO utterly welcome, you are
an incredible community of people - that is what I will return for!
Ka āroha ahau ki a koutou, ngā tino mihi ki a koutou katoa.
Kia ora. 					
Dylan Thomas

AN IDIOT ABROAD!

I have been travelling around the UK since early June and it
has been a fun rollercoaster of driving, ringing and good
experiences. I have successfully made it to all but six counties
in England (most with the actual intention of going there). This
might sound obvious but I think the best part of my travels so far,
and what hopefully continues, is the hospitality of those around
me. It’s universal how welcoming other bellringers can be when
others are visiting in their towns and the opportunities they
provide. I’ve made some incredible new friends and rekindled
with others whom I haven’t seen in years. One of my personal
enjoyments of the Art are the friendships you make and how the
friendship (should) extend outside the ringing chamber!
Phil asked me to write something about my time in the UK you’ll find on page 19 a little recount of a funny, self-deprecating
incident that happened during my travels.
James Perrins
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THE CUMBERLANDS 275TH ANNIVERSARY

The 275th anniversary dinner was held in the Ballroom of The
Clermont (Centrespread) which is above Charing Cross station.
But there is more to the event than just the dinner.
There were peal attempts on the Friday night and Saturday
morning/early afternoon. However, there is something to do with
“significant” anniversaries with the Cumberland’s dinner. Less
than a week before the 250th anniversary dinner Princess Diana
died, so a lot of ringing was cancelled that week. This time, 2
days before the 275th anniversary dinner HM Queen Elizabeth
II passed away. However, due to a lot of places having their own
plans for Operation London Bridge, most ringing did continue.
On the Friday evening the ringing was half muffled, and on the
Saturday if it started at 10am then the peals were rung open to
celebrate the proclamation of HM King Charles III.
There were a couple of last-minute changes to
the program for the dinner itself, too.
The Royal toast was suddenly for
The King, and one of the guest
speakers from the Church
had to pull out as they
were busy in their own
church with events
for The Queen.
Fortunately, there
was a second
speaker from the
Church,
Nick
Holtam,
who
was the vicar of
St Martin-in-theFields in Trafalgar
Square from 19952011. He was then
Bishop of Salisbury for
the next 10 years before
his retirement. As St Martinin-the-Fields is one of the home
towers of the Cumberland’s, a lot of
people recognised him and were pleased
to catch up with him again. Linda Garton, who a
number of people from Australia and New Zealand might know,
was the first speaker – which is an invitation which should be
given with care. She did take up her opportunity with both hands
and gave a wide ranging talk.
The MC for the evening was
Jack Page, the current Junior
Steward of the Cumberland’s.
As one of the many younger
members of the Society, he
kept the evening rolling with
introductions of the speakers,
and included the occasional,
friendly dig of the “other”
Society. As is the norm for
these dinners, the Master of
the ASCY, Ryan Noble, was
present but was given the night
off in the sense he was not
14
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required to speak.
The Master of the
C u m b e r l a n d ’s ,
Michael Crockett
(Right with Joe
Waters and Penny
Sharpe) spoke, &
started off with
listing all the
achievements that
the Society had
made in the last
12 months, and there were a number despite the UK coming
out of lockdowns during this timeframe. The 2nd placing in the
National 12 Bell Competition was mentioned a couple of times
during the evening, as the Master also took wine with those
members who rang in the competition this year.
Plenty of other people had opportunity
to take wine with the Master.
Fortunately, as Michael is
from Northern Ireland, this
was not an issue for the
Master.
An very enjoyable
evening was had,
with plenty of
people
still
catching
up
for the first
time since all
the lockdowns
around the world.
While The Officers
as a whole did a lot
of organising for the
weekend,
Australia’s
own Penny Sharpe did a lot
of the organising of the dinner
venue and seating plan for the
main event itself. Well done Penny and
all the others for organising a wonderful event.
Peter Harrison (pictured on page 14)
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VECTIS CAMPANOLOGY

It’s a long way to go for a tower grab and I don’t know which
came first, the idea or the people. Sam Rorke was going home to
Ryde (IOW) for August and James Perrins was going to be in the
same hemisphere. So why not organise a weekend to ring at all
the towers on the Isle of Wight (Vectis to the Romans)?
Once suggested, several other people organised or reorganised
their UK plans to make themselves available for this megaopportunity. Many of the towers on the island are 6 bell
towers but there are a few 8s, a 10 and a 12. As well as our
two organisers, Phil Goodyer, Peter Harrison, Ian McCulloch,
Christopher O’Mahony, Bill Perrins and David Smith were
quickly signed up. Along with Sonia Field from Harrow and
Sam’s brother Nick we had just a good number for the Saturday
when the towers were to be mainly 5 or 6.
Transport was shared between Sam’s mother’s car, David’s
hire car and Bill’s Fiat. The Fiat’s finest hour was on Friday
afternoon in getting 5 hulking lads (?) (thanks, I think - Ed.)
with their luggage from the Yarmouth ferry to the first tower at
Freshwater. This may have been only 5km but every wrinkle in
the road was felt as the car crept over the hill to meet the others.
That evening we experienced for the first time the hospitality
of the extended Rorke family. Cars, accommodation and meals
were all provided. Sam’s brother Alex gave up his home and
his time to make sure that we were suitably prepared for the
weekend’s endeavours. Pauline (Mum) was in charge of
sustenance on Friday evening and Alex took the Saturday shift.
So on Saturday, blessed with lovely weather, we made an early
start at Arreton, next we were shown the way on to the church
roof at the photogenic
church in Godshill.
From here we could
experience the famous
view in reverse (left).
Methodwise we rang
Double Dunkerque
at Niton and Bristol
Major at Brightstone.
At Chale we complemented the Village Show being held in a
field adjacent to the church and, at Whitwell, Nick got his Bob
Doubles right for the first time in several years. Finally for
Saturday, our only 5 at Shorwell.
Overnight we lost Philip Goodyer, who returned to London,
but we were augmented by two Bishopstoke ringers, Roy
Le Marechal and Bob Eames. Roy is a very well known and
accomplished UK ringer. Bob had learnt to ring at Ryde.
Sunday morning service ringing was at Carisbrooke and
Newport, where we augmented the local bands to the advantage
of all parties. In the call changes we were a little challenged
by the Island tradition of calling the down bell. However, we
recovered sufficiently to ring Bob Maximus at Newport and to
lower the 12 in peal at the end. We had been very fortunate,
between the morning rings, to drive inland a few miles to sample
the delightful mini ring of 12 in the garage of Martin Hough.
See the mini ring and more photographs in eRT & the video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8Lxumk3sm4&t=5s
Sunday ringing continued at Ryde, the Island’s heaviest ring,
- Pauline & Alex came to see what all the fuss was about. Our
tenor ringers were allowed half a course of Major on the big one!

KENSINGTON RINGING WEEK - SHEFFIELD

I joined the annual Kensington Ringing Week for the first
time this year. ANZAB ringers and Kensington have a long
connection (dating back at least to the 1970s) and this year’s
Aussies included Penny Sharp, Phil Goodyer, Caleb Saunders,
David Bath, Peter Harrison and me. My connection with
Kensington is pretty tenuous, but they couldn’t have been more
welcoming. Five peals and about a dozen quarters were scored
along with plenty of general ringing.
Ian McCulloch
Penny Sharpe,
Murray-Luke
Peard and Caleb
Saunders at the
Elephant and
Castle after
a Kensington
practice night
earlier in the year.
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Sam (left) took delight in ringing his home
tenor again. Then it was off to Brading,
where Little Bob had been first rung to a
peal back in 1911. We did manage a touch
of Original Triples. Our final tower was
Shanklin where the bells and tower have
had a chequered history. While not easy,
the bells sound well and we finished the
tour with a quarter of Grandsire Triples.
Some of the party stayed to play trains on
the Monday, but the main business of the
tour ended on the sea front at Shanklin with
amber refreshment in the evening sun.
All of the churches we visited had active congregations but I was
surprised by the age of the church buildings (well one would
from Australia wouldn’t one?) - the buildings bear witness
to centuries of the Atlantic storms which batter the island (it
strategically shelters the ports of Southampton and Portsmouth).
Presumably because of their town’s Victorian expansion, the
new larger churches at Ryde and Newport were exceptions.
We are very grateful to all the Island ringers who let us ring their
bells, particularly to those who met us and, in many cases, rang
with us. Their contributions were no small part of an enjoyable
and memorable weekend. Thanks to Sam and James for the
organisation and to the extended Rorke family for underwriting
the whole affair. 				
Bill Perrins

NORTH WEST COURSE, AND MORE

I’ve just returned from a long UK visit, which started with the
fantastic ringing tour of the Isle of Wight - huge thanks to Sam
Rorke for organising this. After that I joined the new North West
residential ringing course, based at Myerscough College near
Preston. This new course is a Central Council initiative, and I was
a part of Andy Ingham’s team that turned the idea into a reality with about 90 people attending. The core topics covered various
subjects all aimed at just beyond Learning-the-Ropes Level 5,
so ringers who had rung a few quarters and looking to advance
further. I tutored the “Moving on with Minor” topic. Other topics
were “From 6 to 8”, “Stedman” and two conducting units – a basic
one introducing calling, and a more advanced one led by Simon
Linford dealing with transposing coursing order on the fly. There
were also numerous extra-curricular activities, one of which was
the chance to ring at Liverpool Cathedral on the Sunday afternoon.
I then joined a Universities Association tour in the Rugby and
Coventry area. One highlight was ringing Doubles, Triples and
Caters of the eponymous Rugby method – it’s a bit different,
not too hard, and worth a try. Other highlights were the various
twelves - Coventry Cathedral was interesting, both for the ringing
and the history, but the final ring at Towcester was the one I found
the most enjoyable - easy to ring, easy to hear, and altogether
delightful. The next major event was the CC festival - see page 12.
It was shortly thereafter the news of the Queen’s death arrived. I
was in Cambridge where a local practice went ahead half-muffled.
The next day I rang at a fully-muffled tower - the tenor left open
at the back. It was very solemn & moving. I found singing “God
Save the King” for the first time particularly emotional.
While away I had the time to reflect on the ANZAB’s place in
Ringing around the world - you can see my thoughts in eRT.
David Smith

ASCY UK22
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The UK22 tour is the latest in a triannual ringing event (COVID delayed
the 2020 tour) organised for non-UK
based members of the Ancient Society of
College Youths (ASCY). The tour is
very focused on giving participants
good, progressive, and at times
challenging ringing experiences.
The tourists are supplemented by a
supportive group of UK members
who join the tour to help achieve this
objective. The format is about three
towers each day, often an 8, 10 and 12,
and each session around two hours.
We are both veterans of previous tours,
having attended the inaugural event in
2005 and others since, but this was the first
time either of us had gone with children.
We thought we were probably mad to even
contemplate
it, especially as the WA hard border prevented interstate and
overseas trips until March this year, but then we took the plunge.
As the date drew closer we questioned our sanity further, but
we needn’t have worried. From the moment we arrived all of us
were warmly welcomed by tour members, organisers and local
helpers alike. Other ANZAB ringers to join
the tour this year included Phil Goodyer,
Ian McCulloch, Chris Jarman and MurrayLuke Peard. There were also ringers from
Germany and the Netherlands and about
half a dozen from America.
There was always someone ready to help
carry the pram, wait behind to make sure
we didn’t get left, play cards with the bigger
children on the train, or hold the baby (when
she was willing!). Plus the usual support for
us as well, advice on remembering methods
and people to stand behind us as we tried to recall what we used
to know. We returned the help by teaching the group how to
pronounce Turramurra Surprise (a tip is it’s not Too-ra-moo-ra).
A further inspiration on this tour was watching other women ring
big bells and being the recipients of their advice and experience
about the skills needed when size is not on your side. There’s an
excellent video of Kira Chase from New York ringing the tenor
at Liverpool Cathedral (screen grab above) and photos in eRT.
Plus there were the ringing opportunities afforded to Charlotte
(11) & James (8). We had hoped that they may get the odd grab,
but they were invited to ring Rounds and Call Changes, and for
Charlotte sometimes Plain Hunt, to ring on higher numbers and
to ring at most of the 25+ towers. Consider the irony of their first
Rounds on 16 being at the Bullring, when they learned to ring
in Perth! While Isla at 14 months old was a bit too small to ring
herself, we were thrilled to see her rhythm develop as the tour
progressed with definite bouncing in time to the bells! Overall
it was a wonderful experience for us all. Lovely to reconnect
with old friends and meet new ones, ring methods we haven’t
been able to contemplate at home for a long while, and all while
seeing our children accepted, embraced and given unexpected
opportunities.		
Vicki Greenhalgh & Josclyn Sloan
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ANZAB PEALS IN LONDON

What better way is there to catch up
with friends than to ring followed by
dinner? So it was on a sultry August
afternoon more reminiscent of an
Australian summer’s day than the UK,
that a group of ringers converged on
St Clement Danes on the Strand in
London (across the road from the
Australian High Commission) to
ring Stedman Caters. The band
comprised 6 ringers visiting from
Australia and four, slightly more
local, ringers who travelled from various
ANZAB
N
parts of the UK to join the band. The tower
OES O LS
O
has air-conditioning so was much cooler
than outside – at least to start!
After a couple of years of Covid restrictions, it was great to be
with, and ring with, friends from Australia and score the peal.
Afterwards, most of the band went on to the Boulevard Brasserie
in Covent Garden where we were joined by David Bath and
Penny Sharpe for dinner before going to the pub next door just
in time for last orders! Thanks to Christopher O’Mahony for
organising the peal and dinner and Peter Harrison for conducting
the peal.					
Rachel Titmuss
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Some of the
ANZAB ringers
in the two peals:
L-R David Bath,
James Perrins,
Christopher
O’Mahony, Ian
McCulloch, Penny
Sharpe and Julia
Cater with Estella
Haynes and Jack
Page (Cumberland
Junior Steward)

Christopher O’Mahony continues:
With the serendipitous convergence of so many ANZABers in
the UK this August, it seemed like a good idea to arrange a couple
of ANZAB peal attempts. We were able to secure bookings
at two very nice London towers – St James’ Garlickhythe (8
bells, 9cwt) and St Clement Danes (10 bells, 21cwt). The two
peals took place in the week immediately following the “mostly
ANZAB” tour of the Isle of Wight – reported above.
Having confirmed the towers, completing the bands was (mostly)
an easy task. A couple of minor hiccups (COVID-related) meant
drawing upon reserves, with some last-minute panic on the
morning of 10 Aug but all was happily resolved by lunchtime,
with 4 hours to go before our start time – phew! Despite the
warm weather, both peals (page 7) included very creditable
striking, and it was great to be reunited with ringing friends.
The two ANZAB peals were a real highlight of my own longoverdue UK holiday. Over the four weeks of my visit, I managed
3 handbell peals, 3 towerbell peals, and 3 quarter peals, dusting
off quite a few cobwebs along the way.
With a bit of luck, I hope to enjoy a repeat visit in 2023.
Christopher O’Mahony
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MORE HOLS

I was away in England for 6 weeks and had a lovely time visiting
old friends and relatives, going to George Pipe’s memorial day
in July, and spending 4 days around Malvern in August with
the University of Bristol non-residents tour. Most people used
postcodes on their sat/navs, which worked well except on one
occasion when 5 car loads ended up in a dead end in a field on
one side of the River Severn, hearing invisible bells being raised
on the other side.				
Enid Roberts
Time to return to reality... What a fabulous 6 weeks visiting
family & friends. We saw new places we’d never been to plus the
‘bonus’ of being in London when the Queen’s funeral was on - a
memorable time. Photos to follow! Esther Perrins on Facebook

EIGHT WEDDINGS AND A FUNERAL

Plus 5 Quarters, 2 Outings & 8 Tower grabs
Peter and I finally made it back to UK, post Covid, in early June,
where we based ourselves at my mother’s in Ducklington, West
Oxfordshire. Our trip was book-ended by QEII occasions, one
happy and one sad - we travelled to the UK on the weekend of
the her Jubilee, and back on the weekend of her funeral.
Our bell ringing skills were
in immediate demand for a
wedding at St Bartholomew’s
Ducklington. followed by more
down the road at Bampton on the
next 2 weekends - St Mary’s, left,
features in Downtown Abbey.
Unfortunately the wedding
ringing joy was marred by the
accidental death of Ducklington
Tower Captain, Roger Barnes, on 29 June. Roger’s death was a
huge shock as he was a pillar in both the church and the local
village community. The funeral was held on what turned out to
be the UK’s hottest summer’s day, with temperatures hitting 37C
locally (and topping 40C elsewhere) with no aircon in sight!!!
Many beers were downed at The Bell pub afterwards.
Despite the tragedy, the band were unanimous that the annual
“Duck” outing should go ahead in July with visits (and grabs) at
Black Bourton, Broadwell, Clanfield & Langford. Broadwell in
particular was interesting as it is a brand new ring of 8 installed
during Covid by local ringers. During the following week we
dropped into Speen in West Berkshire for their practice night.
and to top things off, we also joined the Vale of the White Horse
mini outing to Ashbury and Bishopstone. Possibly the highlight
of our UK ringing was Winchester Cathedral for Sunday service
ringing, where we caught up with Adelaide’s Matthew Sorell
and his new wife Danielle on their honeymoon.
Summer proved to be very busy at Bampton, with 5 more
weddings to ring for. In addition to weddings, outings and
tower grabs we rang at Bampton, Witney, Woodstock, Abingdon
and Shrivenham practices and 4 quarters with one at Witney
conducted by Peter (his 50th QP) and fully muffled ringing for
HM QEII. We timed our return to Australia perfectly to be able
to ring fully muffled in Adelaide and achieve another QP on
Australia’s National Day of Mourning.
Hannah Tayler
What a busy time ANZAB has had on holidays! And if you were
also overseas recently - do let us know your ringing adventures.
Phil Goodyer
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The Rev. Dr Helen Barbara Granowski
20 September 1933 - 5 September 2022

OBITUARIES
John Sibbald
Died 24 August 2022

John learnt to ring in Brisbane in the
early 1990s, and rang his first peal at St
Andrew’s South Brisbane in 1992. He
moved to Wollongong/Sydney in 1993
and became an active member of the
St Mary’s Basilica Society of Change
Ringers. We met at St Mary’s Cathedral
in the early 1990’s. He became a good
friend; I very much admired his peacefulness
and kindness to everyone. He had a good sense of fun and was
particularly popular with learners, because of his clear helpful
instructions and lack of criticism.
We were both very enthusiastic ringers and rang many quarter
peals together. In 2000 we rang our first quarter of Surprise
Maximus together; I mostly remember how cool he was about
it when I, like Richard Thomas, found it “scary” (to quote
Richard). John amassed an impressive list of 56 peals, including
the first peal of Scientific Triples in Australia. He rang his first
peal (Minor in 2 methods) on 25 July 1992, and his second a
day later! (Doubles in 3 methods). John rang five peals for the
Cumberlands, the rest being for ANZAB. He conducted 4 peals
and rang peals in methods ranging to 8 Spliced Major, Surprise
Royal and Stedman Cinques. All John’s peals were in Australia,
with St Mary’s being his leading peal tower (21). Bellboard lists
333 quarter peals rung by John between 1991 and 2010.
John married Menmeet Singh (‘Mite’) at Castlereagh Wesleyan
Chapel on 14th December 2007, immediately following a
quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor conducted by John
(of course!). Later it was lots of fun to visit them, and listen to
him talk about his model railway, which occupied a lot of his
home. Sitting opposite to Hobbyco in the QVB his eyes would
be on the model railway; he seemed to know all the scales and
names of engines.
John made a huge contribution to Sydney ringing at several
towers including being Tower Captain, and organising weddings,
at St Mary’s Cathedral. John was also Ringing Master of the
North Eastern Branch of ANZAB, and was a keen supporter
of ringing at country towers - especially Armidale, where he is
remembered fondly for his regular visits.
John and Mite moved to Palmerston North in 2009. He rang in
Wellington when he could, but wasn’t in a position to build on
his formidable ringing record.		
Bernie Sharp
In eRT see further memories of John from Enid Roberts

Helen died after a long illness just short of
her 89th birthday. She had not rung for a few
years due to incapacity, but had previously
been a regular ringer at St Bartholomew’s,
Burnley following her retirement in 2003.
Helen was valued for her commitment,
calm nature, experience and wisdom. Prior
to ringing at Burnley, Helen was a ringer at St
James Gardenvale/Brighton and Christ Church
St Laurence, Sydney. Her friends were aware of her
love of bells ringing, and bell ringing itself.
Aside from bell ringing, Helen had distinguished careers both as
an educator and priest. Helen undertook a lifetime of learning.
She held a Bachelor of Science (Hons) (1955), and a Master
of Science (1957) from Sydney University. During her time in
London, she did a Diploma in Education (1975), followed up
by a Master of Arts (1976), and later a Doctor of Philosophy
(1981). With the change in her career direction to full time faithbased work, Helen completed a Bachelor of Divinity in 1992.
As an educator, Helen was Head of Science at Meriden Anglican
School for Girls in Sydney (1962-64); Principal of St Hilda’s
School, Southport Queensland (1965-75) and Principal of
Canberra Church of England Girls Grammar School (1980-84).
She became a Fellow of the Australian College of Education in
1984, followed by a position as Community Education Officer
at the Centre for Education and Information on Drugs and
Alcohol (1985-88). Helen was an Accredited Mentor Educator
for Ministry (1986-2012). Helen lived a life full of wide and
diverse interests.
Helen was ordained an Anglican priest in Melbourne in 1992. The
decision for women to be ordained within the Anglican church
was hard fought, lengthy, and controversial. In this sense, Helen
is a true pioneer - she was among the first group of 33 women
ordained to the priesthood in Melbourne in December 1992. As
a priest, Helen was appointed to Holy Trinity Anglican Church
in Kew (1991-93), and St. George’s, Flemington (1999-2003).
In retirement, Helen continued to be connected to Holy Trinity,
Kew and was also an Associate Priest at St Bartholomew’s,
Burnley. Helen was fully committed to her life in the Church,
and to the community of her parish and beyond. She was a friend
to everyone and will be greatly missed by many.
During her time at St Bartholomew’s, Helen was always
accompanied by her much loved little dog, Rowan, the last of
a line of much loved little dogs. Helen loved life, loved people,
loved good food, and loved a glass of fine wine. After her funeral
service, Helen’s family, friends and colleagues invited everyone
to join them in raising a glass to her memory.
Jonathon Harrison and Merienne Shortridge

Burnley St Bartholomew

23 Sep 1260 Doubles (2m) 60 Stedman, 1200 Grandsire
Merienne Shortridge 1, Paige Kranz 2, Deryn Griffiths (C) 3,
Mariane Merati 4, David Pacey 5, Neil McFarlane 6
Rung to celebrate the lives of four women with strong connections
to this tower. Namely, Helen Granowski (d. 5/9/2022), Sue Pacey
nee Wright (d. 28/7/2021), Virginia Moffett (d. 29/7/2021) and
Esther Stump (d. 21/6/2019).
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December: The 125th anniversary of
St Paul’s, Bendigo was celebrated.
The first part of the correspondence
between Bill Rowe and the Rector of
St Clement’s, Yass (1946 – 1970) was
published. A team from Christchurch
went to ring at Dunedin. There was
celebration of the two years of ringing
at St Hilda’s School in Perth, and information about the availability of the
bells from St Martin’s-in-the-Fields,
which were going to Perth. The bells
at Holy Trinity Hobart celebrated
their sesquicentenary.

LOOKING BACK
With Elizabeth Bleby

10 years ago

75 years ago

From RINGING TOWERS (Vol. 66. No. 4)
December 2012.
Editor: Mike Toze

From THE RINGING TOWERS (Vol. 1. No. 7, No. 8
& No. 9) October, November and December 1947.
Editor: Bill Rowe

The cover photo shows the
Maryborough young ringers in
festive mode. More than 150 ringers
responded to a survey and selected as
highest priorities: 1. Encouragement
for ringers at all levels; 2. Support for
regional and new towers; 3. Attracting
and retaining ringers in a changing
community; 4. a more strategic
approach to ANZAB support for
ringing reform of ANZAB. The results were to be considered by
a working party led by Jim Woolford. Respondents also stressed
the importance of courtesy and respect, need for more social
interaction and the need to provide for ringers at all levels.
There was a report on the Adelaide Ringing Centre – a world
first.				
Elizabeth Bleby, Adelaide

October: The 99th
anniversary of the
bells at St Mark’s,
Darling Point.
November: Cover photo of All Saints’
Cathedral Christchurch and an article
about the tower. The first peal for the
Association (NSWACR) was rung at
All Saints’ Parramatta.
December: All the Sydney towers
had rung for the wedding in October
of HRH Princess Elizabeth. The quarter
peal of Grandsire Triples at St Jude’s,
Randwick was the first quarter peal of
Triples for everyone in the band. Reports
from other towers in Australia had not yet been received, but 14
ringers had rung for the event in Christchurch.

THAT’S ALL FOLKS

There are about 50 people in the ringing
chamber (a large room) but there’s hardly
any space to move. The Master, Ryan
Noble, who I have recently got to know
fairly-well, places me on the tenor for
Stedman Cinques. A little surprised and
nervous I jump on the box, wait for the
treble to call “look to” and pull off in rounds. Not having rung
here before I’m unaware of the difficult handling of the bells
which can partly be attributed to a long draft. Just as I’m catching
the sally after my very first backstroke it bobbles in my hand,
I try to counter it, but all of a sudden the tail-end has leapt out
of my hand and is beside the feet of the treble ringer! In a split
second I’m threading the rope back through my hands as fast as I
can to avoid rope burn, still attempting to control of the bell - I’m
back at the tail-end for the next back-stroke. I know everyone in
the whole room is looking at me, so I just look down and focus
on the striking. This little episode was then the talking point for
the rest of the night - “what was that rope trick you did” and “how
did you recover from that”. I guess we all have stories of mishaps
happening in bell towers but I doubt there have ever been so
many witnesses for this incident of mine - at St Paul’s Cathedral
London.
			
In eRT: a neat rope trick.
Have you an amusing ringing anecdote? Let me know.
Ed.

50 years ago

From RINGING TOWERS (Vol. 26. No. 4)
November 1972.
Editor: Basil Potts

There are happy reminiscences
of the first ANZAB tour in New
Zealand, and a peal was rung at St
Paul’s, Melbourne for the 225th
Anniversary of the Society of Royal
Cumberland Youths.

25 years ago

From RINGING TOWERS (Vol. 51. No. 4, 5 & 6) August, October &
December 1997.
Editor: Matthew Sorell

August: The bells at St Alban’s Cathedral, Griffith were dedicated
and the 50th anniversary of the bells at St Peter’s Cathedral,
Adelaide was celebrated. ANZAB obtained its own website on
the World Wide Web.
October: A team from St Paul’s, Burwood rang at Yass and
Goulburn. Many towers rang to observe the death of Princess
Diana.
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For sound in eRT: turn speakers on.
Click Trust this document when the yellow bar appears

St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral, Darwin
ANZAB’s newest ring. Hear them in eRT

