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ON THE COVER

St Francis Xavier Cathedral, Adelaide

12 + 1 bells, Tenor 28-2-1

St Francis Xavier was on the cover of Ringing Towers Spring 2021
issue celebrating the 25th anniversary of the installation of the
bells. Five years later it’s the ringing room ceiling on the cover!

When the tower was extended in 1995 the architect consulted
with ringers and the bells were installed by local ringer, Hervey
Bagot. But, unfortunately, the internal acoustics have always been
unsatisfactory, due in part to the 1925 concrete slab immediately
under the bells and to the bells being on two levels. However
the biggest issue has been the ringing room plasterboard ceiling
greatly reducing the volume of the bells and the loud ceiling boss
“rope rattle” making the bells difficult to hear and strike well.

Over the years various measure were taken attempting to improve
the internal acoustics including making five 50cm square holes
in the sound chamber floor and ringing room ceiling, removal of
part of the belfry floor and the partial installation of sound tubes.

Most recently an electronic sound enhancement system was

installed. Unfortunately none of these measures proved entirely

satisfactory. In 2024 a comprehensive report was presented to

the Cathedral authorities proposing more extensive works. A

series of meetings over 18 months followed until, eventually, the

“Stage 1” works were approved by the Archbishop. This work

has recently been completed by a team of paid skilled workers

and local ringer volunteers. The work involved:
* removal of a 4m circle of the
f plasterboard ceiling (cover),

» filling the ceiling rope bosses
with lead and mounting them
on rubber gaskets,

e theinstallation of sound collect-
ors and tubes terminating in the
sound chamber to six of the
bells - four on the upper level
(2#, 4, 6 & 8) and the two
smallest bells which are on
the lower level (pictured left).

¥4 See more pictures in eRT (page 18).

The work has lead to a dramatic improvement in the audibility of

the bells in the ringing room. You can now clearly hear all the bells

and the “rope rattle” has been eliminated. Further balancing and
softening work will follow over the next few months.

Many thanks to the local volunteers, to James Perrins who
provided invaluable skilled labour and, along with Cass Olive,
travelled from Hobart for the ceiling work, to Thomas Perrins
for his experienced overview of the project, to many others for
expert advice and to ANZAB for providing a grant covering
20% of the value of the works. Phil Goodyer
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WELCOMIE
From the President

The new Directors are finding their feet. Their fresh o
eyes are very helpful in reviewing our processes
and documentation. There are jobs that could
be usefully taken on by members not currently
Directors. The most immediate of these is that
we are looking for a new chair for the Remote Recruitment
and Training subcommittee, set up following the 2025 AGM,
reviewing ways in which ANZAB can assist remote towers
achieve and maintain viable bands. Let me know if you can help.
I encourage all towers and ringers to complete the Ringing
Census (see CCCBR report page 7 & eRT page 22). | am keen
that ANZAB has volunteer “enumerators” to help ensure we
have a good participation rate. So far | know of four volunteers:
Susan Georgiades (WA), Peter Harrison (SA), David Smith
(QLD) and myself (VIC). Although I don’t yet know the details
of how the census will be run, I would like a few NSW volunteers
and at least one NZ volunteer to join us. There are briefings for
enumerators in October. Let me know if you have signed up.

I thank all the organisers of recent and upcoming events. It is very
encouraging to hear and read of so much activity in recruitment,
training, maintenance and ringing throughout Australia and New
Zealand. Deryn Griffiths

From the Lilbrarian

Rusty Walters” untimely death and funeral were
reported in the last issue of RT. The house he
left contained many small treasures, usually in
duplicate or triplicate. He inherited many tools from |
his tradesmen forebears and increased that armoury
with all the modern gadgets. He also accumulated all the ringing
books and magazines published in his lifetime. The ANZAB
library has used this to fill a few gaps and the Sydney ringing
community has found new homes for much other material.

During the sorting it was discovered that Rusty had, at his own
expense, commissioned an index for Jack Cummins’ major
work “The Ringing Years”. Jack’s book is an attractive history
of ringing at St Mary’s Cathedral and the other Catholic towers
in Sydney, published in 2006. The index was completed, with
Jack’s permission, in 2016 and comprises twelve A4 sides in
double column format. It was compiled by Rosie Woods, a
professional indexer, and | believe it adds to the appeal of the
book. At the same time Rusty consolidated the list of Errata.

I don’t believe that the existence of this index was ever publicised
Anybody who would like a copy of the Index and/or the Errata
contact me, librarian@anzab.org.au and | will send a scanned
copy. For a printed copy, send a stamped addressed envelope to
me at 4 Spencer St, Eastwood NSW 2122. Bill Perrins

From the Welbmasters

The news archive for the last 3 months

other regions Would be welcome. We I
have made a new page Towers & Rings > Handbells showmg
regular general-invitation handbell practices.

Website Nugget Look at Information > Useful Links and search
for the link to the Hobart Photographic collection. Mary Symes
describes it as “amazing” and a “gem”. Doug Nichols tells us he
has high res. images available on request - suitable for printing.

If you strike gold on our website, send a note of appreciation
and we may include your find as the Website Nugget in the next
Ringing Towers. Simon McMillan & Deryn Griffiths

From the pué/ eity subcommittee

ANZAB Media lerary The publicity sub- §
committee is establishing a photo and video library i
— and we need high quality photos and/or videos of |
ringing from your area. Can you help? ANZAB will
use the media to publicise ringing, so it’s important
that we cover New Zealand and all the Australian states and
territories. Planned uses are mainstream media, the ANZAB
website and social media etc. We are looking for images that
portray ringing as fun, rewarding, social and interesting.

Don’t have any suitable photos and video? Fear not! Here is
an idea that has worked really well at the Bell Tower in Perth.
Camera clubs are always looking for new and challenging things
to photograph — what could be better than bellringing? We
invited a camera club to the tower. We gave them a tower tour,
bellringing demo and a chance to chime the bells. In return they
took lots and lots of photos and, most importantly, we received
copies of the best photos to use on our website and social media.
A fish-eye photo of the belfry set our Facebook page on fire!!

All ringers appearing in the photos and videos must give
permission for the images to be used and we also need permission
from the photographers and videographers. We will be in touch
with more details and the permission form soon, but please start
thinking about organising a photo shoot at your tower.

ANZAB Social Media: The publicity subcommitee is also
gearing up to launch public-facing social media. An example of
how successful it can be in raising the profile of ringing is https:/
www.facebook.com/StPaulMelbsRingers — check them out!

We would like to assemble a team of admins and content
creators across ANZAB territory to make sure that all regions
receive publicity. If you are already into social media or would
like to find out how it all works, please get in touch. We have
experienced social media account managers who can explain
everything and help along the way. Everyone is welcome.

Thank you! Julie Taylor, Dylan Thomas, Sarah Stancombe

Julie: homeport@iinet.net.au
From the Fditor
Two articles on tower acoustics in this issue - one

describing the solutions to problems 30 years old (St
Francis Xavier, Adelaide) and the other a warning of
“a looming disaster” at Christchurch Cathedral (p 8). /f“
Based on past experience and expert advice, revisiting ===
aspects of the Christchurch design seems essential. Phil Goodyer

e Y |
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BELFRY GOSSIP

New South Wales

St Philip’s Church Hill, Sydney

Do you have any old pictures or references about St Philip’s? I am

trying to archive any information anyone has about St Philip’s:

»  Photos of tower, peal bands or people,

» Atrticles about the Tower, Society or Ringers (We have a
photo of the 1967 Women’s Weekly, but not an original),

*  Orders of service/funerals/etc.

e Anything else!

If you do, please send me a “good” photo so | can printit. You’ll be

referenced as source, unless you do notwantto be. Mary Symes

All Saints, Bathurst

On 25 July the Bathurst band were
honoured to celebrate the ‘oldest ringer
in the world’ - Chris Bacon turned 98
in June and is a very vibrant member,
ringing every Wednesday practice and /
Sunday service ring, as well as still |
helping out as steeple keeper. Chris is an 5
inspiring mentor to me and a calm and =

gentle guide for our band. Above: Chris & Oriana. More in eRT (p23)

As the only place in the world with a change ringing tower and an
adjacent carillon we were serenaded with Happy Birthday on the
carillon and a touch of Grandsire Doubles. Oriana Zanon

Good news - the bells are ringing again after 8 months due to
storm damage to the tower, although the wheel for the treble bell
still needs repairs. Facebook Post Your Church Bell Pics 22 Aug

Orange Pealers

In what is becoming an annual event, the Orange Pealers
undertook another tower tour, this time to the Blue Mountains.
14 of our ringers, together with several “groupies” (both human
and canine) undertook the trip. Last year’s t-shirts were dusted off
and new wording printed on their backs commemorating the tour.

Restrictions caused by fuel costs and the inconvenient detour
due to the Victoria Pass closure meant we only spent two days
away, but the inconvenience was relieved by the delightful stay
in the fabulous Victoria & Albert Guest House at Mt Victoria.

Our visit coincided with the Winter Solstice celebrations in
Katoomba which made our visit to St Canice’s Church interesting.
After making way through the large crowds and heavy traffic
some intrepid members of our group met Bill Perrins at the
tower to check the newly installed bells. The rest of our group
met up at St Patrick’s Cathedral in Parramatta where we were
met by the lovely Kin Mun Kan who showed us to the tower and
joined us in ringing the bells. Then it was back to Mt Victoria
for mulled wine in front of a roaring fire and a special dinner
organised at the Guest House.

iy ——
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No rest for the wicked, though - we were up early on Sunday to
ring for service at St Hilda’s, Katoomba and then back to Lithgow
—via The Lolly Bug at the Zig Zag Railway (supporting affected
Hartley businesses) — to ring out the service at Hoskins Church.

Then on to Bathurst, pizza
lunch at the Church Bar and
lamenting the recent storm
damage to the AIll Saints’
tower. Jennifer Derrick
(L to R) Felix Koeppen, Michele
Englart, Claire O’Mahony,
Patrick Houston, Jim Woolford
at St Canice s, Katoomba. See
more photos in eRT, page 24.

St Peter’s, Armidale

Summit is an Armidale Regional Council magazine featuring
stories of innovation, opportunity and community. The Armidale
bellringers were interviewed and photographed, leading to a
double page article in the July 2026 issue.

ENGTHE |

St Saviour’s, Goulburn - A Grand Day Out

How often can one claim to ring at three Cathedrals (plus one
parish church) in one day? On Sunday 16 August, Goulburn
ringers enjoyed a grand day out. First stop (of course) - service
ringing at St Saviour’s Cathedral (1). Then six Goulburn ringers
(plus non-ringing “roadies™) jumped in cars to head north.

Having arrived  at
Parramatta, we grabbed i
some lunch in Church i =

St before heading to St /
Patrick’s Cathedral (2)

for 1:30pm (right). Here
we were joined by
Sydney locals, enabling
us to ring a variety of call
changes, plain hunt and methods on 6 and 8. Next stop - All
Saints’ Parramatta for another hour of enjoyable general ringing.

Then it was back in cars at 3:30pm, and along the M4 motorway
to St Mary’s Cathedral (3). Augmented by yet more Sydney
locals, we were able to ring on 6, 8 and 10 bells.

There was a strong focus on “youth” with this outing. Four
Goulburn “youths” (Gabriel, Irene, Mick, Henry) were joined
by Zac (Burwood) and Luca (St Andrew’s). We drove back to
Goulburn feeling rather chuffed and very grateful. Our thanks
to all the local contacts who helped make the day possible - we
look forward to coming back one day! Christopher O’Mahony
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Australian Capital Territory
August - noun - the eighth month of the year
August - adjective - majestic, respected or grand

On Saturday 22 August, over 50 people gathered in Canberra
to acknowledge a significant event - the joint 80th birthdays of
Julie and Jim Doyle. Accompanied by their three children and
four grand children, Jim and Julie brought together friends from
their many and varied enthusiasms - bellringers (of course), but
also ex work colleagues, Canberra neighbours, and wider family.

Light lunch and mingling were
followed by a few reflections. Jim,
characteristically humble, recounted
tales of times past. How he met
Julie. Their early work opportunities
in Darwin (“Disaster!” says Jim),
and England (“Another disaster!”
says Jim) before landing in
Canberra in 1976. Julie’s work as
a property valuer. Jim’s work in
education, then with the Electoral
Commission. Julie’s contribution
to ringing in Canberra, ANZAB and beyond. Jim’s late start
into ringing, which then morphed into assisting various bell
installations, particularly Darwin. So many marvellous memories.

Above: Julie & Jim. See more
photos in eRT on page 25.

Jim’s words were followed by some reflections from Ted Reid,
further acknowledging the contribution that both Julie and Jim
have made to ANZAB ringing. Finally, their daughter Helen,
who had done the lion’s share of organising the proceedings,
gave a moving tribute to her parents, crediting them with a
most fortunate upbringing, and instilling in all three children an
appetite for insatiable curiosity and life-long learning.

Then cake (of course), handbells (of course), and much conviviality.
Thank you and congratulations, Julie and Jim - a most august
couple, on this most august occasion.  Christopher O’Mahony

Western Australia :
The annual pilgrimage of Perth
ringers to the beautiful South-
West of WA took place in
August. Five quarters, general
ringing and lots of socialising.
Also some quality ringing
experience for the recently- .
formed SW WA Ringers group. Ies
Adam Beer More photos in eRT [ %
Bridgetown (Alphabet Ring)

28 Aug 1260 Doubles (2m) 720 Grandsire, 540 Plain Bob Jayne Hodgkin 1, Chris
Cooper 2, Julie Taylor 3, Ken Hodgkin 4, Adam Beer (c) 5, Mark Tearle 6.

First in more than one method: 2 .

28 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Genevieve Algie 1, Mike Collinson 2, Julie
Taylor 3, Henry Attfield 4, Adam Beer (c) 5, Ella Crust 6.

First quarter on a mini-ring: 1, 6. Get-well-soon compliment to Kate Thomson of Sydney.

29 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Minor Rhys Greenhalgh 1, Jayne Hodgkin 2, Michael
Collinson 3, Ken Hodgkin 4, Henry Attfield 5, Adam Beer (c) 6,

29 Aug 1260 Doubles (2m) 720 Grandsire, 540 Plain Bob Ella Crust 1, Richard Offen 2,
Chris Cooper 3, Callum Crofton 4, Adam Beer (c) 5, Mark Tearle 6.

First away from cover: 1.

30 Aug 1272 LeCras Delight Minor Charlotte Greenhalgh 1, Richard Offen 2,

Michael Collinson 3, Callum Crofton 4, Vicky Greenhalgh 5, Adam Beer (c) 6.
100th birthday compliment to Jack LeCras, uncle of 3 (for Ist September ). 50th quarter: 1.

Singapore ringers’ Long Weekend in Perth 25-27 Sept
4 Singapore ringers spent a long training weekend in Perth, with
a dinner and QP finale (page 12). Photos in eR7, page 27.
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WA Branch Practice in Bunbury

The Roman Catholic Cathedral in Bunbury was opened in 2011.
The original cathedral, in “Irish Gothic” style, dated from the
twenties, but a tornado which hit the city in 2005 lifted it from
its foundations and rendered it unsafe. It was demolished and
replaced by the present structure which was provided with a peal
of eight cast by Eijsbouts (tenor 7-3-1). The bells are delightful
to ring, despite difficult acoustics and the ringing room being
rather hot in summer. Sadly there is no regular local band, and
the bells are not rung very often, although there is an electronic
chiming apparatus for use before services and at weddings.

The nearby Anglican Cathedral of St Boniface survived the
tornado but still does not have a ring of bells. Some years ago a
peal of eight was donated from London but the substantial cost
of rebuilding the tower to contain them proved prohibitive.

On Sat 12 Sept ringers converged on Bunbury for a WAANZAB
branch practice. After a check upstairs to make sure the bells
were in good order, ringing continued solidly for the morning,
from rounds & call-changes to doubles methods, Stedman Triples
& Cambridge Major. Kath Fenton, the
Cathedral’s ringing contact, organised a
substantial lunch during which the Dean,
Fr. Pierre, chatted to many of the ringers.
After lunch 8 ringers stayed behind for
a brisk quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples,
with Cameron Pepper ringing his first
quarter peal on eight on a working bell.

WA ringers always enjoy their visits to
Bunbury, and this day was no exception.
Tony Murray-Feist

Western Australia

Bunbury (St Patrick)
12 Sep 1260 Grandsire Triples Cameron Pepper 1, Pat Lubbock 2, Corinne
Rule 3, Vicki Greenhalgh 4, Charlotte Greenhalgh 5, Tony Murray-Feist 6,

Adam Beer (C) 7, Roger Lubbock 8.
First Triples away from cover: 1. Following the bi-monthly WA ANZAB practice. Pictured above, 1-8
from front right.

New Zealand

Two Island Cluster

The New Zealand ringers have combined into a Two Islands
Cluster (TIC) for training purposes. The Cluster is organised
informally by discussion between the ringers in the two islands.
Andrew Dicks, Robbie Richards, Mary Sluter, Mandy Spearing
and Derek Williams act as co-ordinators.

Any ringer may attend the training days. 2-4 training events are
held per year with subsidies available to ANZAB members to
assist with associated travel costs. Upcoming Event dates are:
Wellington 24-26 October 2026

Towers will include: Wellington Cathedral, Old St Paul’s, The
John David Ring. Organiser: Andrew Dicks.

Christchurch 13-15 March 2027

Towers will include: St Peter’s, Upper Riccarton, St Paul’s,
Papanui, The Karearea Ring, Eyrewell Forest, The Kowhai
Ring, Kaiapoi. Organiser: Mary Sluter.
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South Australia
Adelaide ringers have been globetrotting recently so there have
been a few tight service rings and practice nights:

As they return numbers look promising for the rest of the year: A
Town Hall Peal of Bristol on 13 July commemorated the 160th
anniversary of the tower and bells. It attracted a great deal of
publicity and overwhelmingly positive comments. Susan Tonkin

We’ve had our share of visitors
too. Here is Mike Harrison from
Nantucket, USA, with former
ringer Douglas Bell and Philip
Goodyer. Mike was taught
to ring in Washington DC by
Matthew Sorell.  Phil Goodyer

Northern Territory

Darwin

It’s been dry season in Darwin - blue skies, sunshine and lots of
visitors to our tower from across Australia and around the world.
In June, Steve’s cousin Valerie, a ringer from Vancouver, spent a
couple of weeks in Darwin and rang with us on a regular basis.

In May and June we were visited by Janelle Cox (Singleton),
Richard Jolly (Queensland) and Pat & Roger (Perth). In July it
was lovely to have a visit from Vicki, Rhys, Charlotte & James
(Perth), particularly as Darwin ringers had met the family earlier
in the year in Perth. In August we welcomed Deryn & Morwenna
(Melbourne), Maria (Katoomba) and Alex & Michael (Camden).

The Darwin band has been busy
travelling too, with Lorenzo, Daniela
and Jo all ringing at several UK towers,
Kathy visited one of our closest towers, | |
Singapore, (right) and Steve enjoyed
visits to Melbourne towers as part of =
ANZAB, and in July visited NSW _ i
with his cousin Valerie and rang at -t
Castlereagh. More photos in eRT page 28.
Visitors are always very welcome in Darwin as we are a small
band with limited experience and we always learn so much from
our interstate and international guests. Jo Cruickshank

Victoria

VICANZAB Branch Practice B
Our recent Branch Practice on 19
Sept at St Paul’s Melbourne was a
thoroughly enjoyable afternoon of
ringing, with a great turnout and
some very good ringing. We had
19 ringers, with 8 of our 10 towers
represented, plus Richard from the UK and Sam from CCSL.

There were a couple of important firsts: Leanne, who’s learning
at Geelong, made her first visit to another tower and Margie
rang on twelve for the first time: always a memorable milestone!
There was handbell ringing at Young and Jacksons during the
afternoon thanks to Sarah (who did a lot of other organising too).

A special thanks to St Paul’s for hosting us, and to the Very Revd
Dr Andreas Lowe, Dean of Melbourne, who took the time to wish
us well. Inga was fantastic as Ringing Master, sharing the job
with me was a huge help. Deryn’s contribution throughout the
afternoon was enormous. And of course, thank you to everyone
who came along.  William Postlethwaite, Branch Chairperson

Lo

RINGING DEVELOPMENT

As Ringing Towers goes to press there are several Ringing
Development events planned for October. Look on the ANZAB
website and in the Summer issue of Ringing Towers for reports:

e 2-50ctober Sydney Ringing School

e 3-4 October Hobart Advanced Ringing Weekend

e 6-9 October Goulburn Youth Training Event

e 9-11 October Sydney ANZAB 12 Bell Weekend.

And later in October - the Armidale 30th Anniversary Weekend
and the Two Island Cluster Wellington Weekend.

Attendees at all these events (and many others) are eligible to
apply an ANZAB travel subsidy - for details see the home page

diary and front page of the Members’ Section at anzab.org.au.

Teacher Training

Josclyn Sloan and David Smith ran Association of Ringing
Teachers (ART) modules M1 and M2C in Wellington on 10th
and 11th July 2026 The attendees (pictured below) came not just
| W= from  Wellington,
% but also Auckland
‘-and Christchurch.
It was a very enjoy-
| able weekend, with
| lots of enthusiasm
and progress, and
it was good to ring
openonall 12 bells
for the two Sunday
service rings after
the modules.
David Smith

Intermediate Ringing Development Coordinator
After sterling service David Smith has stepped down. Contact the
President if you are interested in taking on this important role.

Advanced Ringing Weekends
Hobart is happening 3-4 Oct. Contact philip_goodyer@hotmail.
co.uk to arrange an Advanced Ringing weekend in your area.

12-Bell Weekends

What to learn after Bristol Max? We’ve agreed Phobos is next.
Future 12-Bell Weekends

*  Sydney: 9-11 October 2026.

e Brishane: 16-18 April 2027

e Sydney: 8-10 October 2027

e Perth: Autumn 2028 (exact dates TBC)

*  Sydney: the second weekend in October every year,

e Adelaide: Autumn 2029 (exact dates TBC)

And (fingers crossed) - a weekend in Melbourne in the future!
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CENTRAL COUNCIL 2026

Attendance and Representation

| joined longtime ANZAB reps David Smith and Peter Harrison
at the Central Council of Church Bellringers (CCCBR) annual
meeting in the town of Rugby in September 2026.

g Similar  to  ANZAB
| festivals, the CCCBR
~annual meeting takes
' place across the whole
i Weekend with ringing on
the Friday and Sunday,
while Saturday is taken
up by the long meetings.
On the Friday the event started with towers along three approach
routes to Rugby from the North, South, and West, each with 3
towers. The towers on all the routes were very well attended,
followed by everyone swarming to the two towers of Rugby
late before the evening social gathering. 1 found St Andrew’s
in Rugby unique - one church building but with two towers:
a 24 cwt eight and a 9 cwt five. Ringing here was very well
organised and it was good to ring at new towers and meet other
attendees some of whom 1’d rung with in the past or rung with
their relations - the world of ringing is both vast and small!.

CCCBR Work Groups

Present at the ACM were many of the different work groups
within the Central Council structure. One work group is the
Young Ringers which aims at providing young ringers with
tools to learn about ringing but also to find ringing opportunities
for those studying at university. Their website called the Young
Ringers Hub is live, and although some features and articles
are still under development it is already a useful and insightful
website. This work group has also been active within local
schools teaching students about subjects they would normally
learn, but taught through the perspective of bell ringing. | found
this a very interesting idea. For me this was the first time being
exposed to the inner workings of the CCCBR, so to learn about
all the different aspects and functions that each of the workgroups
do was an eye opener. A weakness of CCCBR is that so few
ringers are aware of all the work it does.

Ringing 2030

One of the biggest topics at the ACM was “Ringing 2030 which
aims to recruit around 10,000 more people and get them into
ringing with the hope that at least half will be under the age of
30. This then leads into the question of who is going to instruct
them - CCCBR data shows there is roughly 1 ringing instructor
per 50 ringers, though data is hard to obtain and not necessarily
very accurate. There is to be an emphasis on promoting teacher
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training and high-quality instruction and learning environments
so that new learners will be confident they are in a safe hands.

There are quite a few ART qualified instructors within the
ANZAB community, though they seem to be concentrated in the
larger cities and rural towers have less access to ART instruction.
ANZAB is very good at running ringing weekends at rural
towers to help them develop and bring the whole band up a level,
enabling them to ring methods they wouldn’t otherwise be able
to ring. But more could be done to reach more isolated towers.

Ringing Census

The second big topic was that of a ringing census, whose aim
is to gather a more accurate picture of ringing, from how many
ringers to numbers of active towers and more. This census
will take place 16-22 November and the CCCBR is recruiting
“enumerators” to assist in making sure towers submitted the
census. Data collected from the census will include other items
such as band members, the state of ringing, how many bells are
regularly rung, bell maintenance, as well as age range of ringers,
and practice nights. See eRT Extra (p22) & the CCCBR website.

The Ringing World AGM

The main topics at the RW AGM were BellBoard, and The
Ringing World website and magazine. BellBoard will remain
a separate site though integration with The Ringing World will
allow for a live feed from BellBoard to The Ringing World so that
articles around quarter peals and peals can be built dynamically.
As most know, The Ringing World website is quite outdated and
a new design built on WordPress was displayed at the meeting.
It will allow more features making it easier for people to learn
about ringing and to find articles.

Subscriptions to The Ringing World, combining electronic and
postal, continue to fall. This is believed to be age related, with
death being the main reason for cancellation. Discussions were
held on how to broaden out to make the magazine more appealing,
notably to younger ringers. One attendee suggested changing
the magazine from weekly to monthly. His idea consisted of the
magazine containing more condensed articles aimed at younger
ringers; and briefer articles providing summaries of what had
happened in ringing over the last month, and would omit details
of peals and quarters. The suggestion, which I subsequently
found had been raised many times before, was met unfavourably
by most of the attendees who preferred a weekly magazine.
Until production of the magazine can be made in places such
as Australia and New Zealand, a monthly version would make
sense for the far-off places, saving on delivery and transport
(though I have since learnt the most overseas subscriptions are
now electronic). Nevertheless, | believe that the suggestion
made by the attendee is worth considering.

Summary

In summary | found both the CCCBR and The Ringing World
meetings very informative giving me an insight into how things
operate behind the scenes, as well as how it’s able to bring people
from across the world together in one place to discuss a topic
that we are all passionate about. | would encourage members of
ANZAB to get involved whether that be by attending meetings in
person or remotely or just by getting involved in the workgroups.

I must admit that | found the weekend more interesting than |
was expecting! Matthew Shaw,
with input from Peter Harrison and David Smith.



CHRISTCHURCH CGATTHEDRAL
an acoustis disasiar looming

It was hoped that the long-awaited rebuild of Christchurch
cathedral would get underway this year. Due to financial
constraints it is planned that the work will be split into stages,
with stage 1 being the reconstruction of the nave, to serve as a
temporary church pending the full restoration, together with a
new tower. Unfortunately the start of this work has been put on
indefinite hold, due to a significant shortfall in funds.

The proposed new tower will be an exact replica in size and
appearance ofthe old one that was destroyed in the 2013 earthquake,
but of course construction methods have changed considerably in
the intervening 150 years since the original tower was built. And
then there’s the small matter of earthquake strengthening to try to
prevent a recurrence in the event of another quake (the spire had
fallen down twice before in previous tremors). So replacing the
massively thick rubble-filled stone walls will be a concrete and
steel structure, faced with stone. Hopefully a fitting home for the
bells, once buried in a pile of rubble but now refurbished and 14
in number with the addition of an extra treble. Installed in 1978,
they are the second oldest twelve outside the UK after Melbourne
and have been described as one of the finest light twelves around.

I was fortunate enough to obtain a set of plans for the new
tower and an examination of the design was both illuminating
and concerning. Prior to the earthquake, the cathedral made
considerable revenue from visitors climbing the stairs of the tower
for a view of the city from the base of the spire. It was not entirely
surprising then to find that a lift and a set of return stairs were
occupying about a third of the available space in the new design.
Fortunately the modern construction methods have reduced the
external wall thickness considerably and the remaining area,
although rectangular in shape, is actually slightly larger than the
original. The bells are able to be accommodated on one level, albeit
with a somewhat strange oval rope ‘circle’ that will undoubtedly
make ropesight challenging. See some of the plans in eRT (p29).

But now we get to the part that concerned me. The plans revealed
that there was a 250 mm thick re-enforced concrete floor between
the bells and the ringers, under which was something described
as an ‘acoustic ceiling’. Now I’ve rung in a good many towers
over the years and am quite familiar with the conventional
arrangement for controlling the volume and distribution of sound
in the Ringing Chamber - wooden floors and an intermediate level
(generally called a sound room) where sound adjustments can
be made post installation. Modern towers constructed largely of
concrete are less common but nevertheless with careful design
they can work equally well acoustically - the Swan Belltower
springs to mind. But there have been disasters as well. The bells
of Liverpool cathedral, the world’s heaviest ring, are impossible
to hear due to echoes around the cavernous belfry completely
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drowning out individual strike notes. And then there’s Wellington
cathedral, whose floor arrangement is strikingly similar to that on
the Christchurch plans and where the ringers are having ongoing
issues with acoustics.

Even though the tower design had been in Taylors hands (they
have designed a bellframe to suit) | was uneasy about the likely
outcome acoustically. Taylors had suggested sound tubes for the
five smallest bells and these have been incorporated in the design.
Of particular concern to me was the fact that the design made
absolutely no provision for post installation sound adjustment. If
it didn’t work - too bad!

What I needed was some expert advice for confirmation of my
concerns or (hopefully) reassurance that things would be OK. I
set about trying to find such a person through the Central Council
and eventually managed to make contact with Mike Banks. Mike
was a member of the now defunct CCCBR Towers and Belfry
Committee and is the author of the advice on tower acoustics on
the Central Council website as well as a podcast on the subject. He
has advised acoustically on several new installations and with his
background as an engineer at Rolls Royce aero engines, seemed
to be the most knowledgeable person around on tower acoustics.

I sent copies of the new Christchurch tower design to Mike and
asked for his views on the likely outcome in terms of hearing the
bells in the Ringing Chamber. Mike produced a comprehensive
report on the subject, and I found his conclusions quite surprising.

I should mention at this juncture that in order for it to align with a
landing on the stairs, the Ringing Chamber floor has been raised
by almost 2 metres. This has resulted in the draft being so reduced
that all the sallies will enter the ceiling holes at backstroke and in
the case of the tenor, come in contact with the frame guide pulley.

Mike Banks was of the view that with correct design and
installation of the acoustic ceiling and attendant rope guides, and
some ‘trial and error’ adjustments to the sound tubes, satisfactory
sound quality in the Ringing Chamber should be achievable. But
he harboured significant concerns about the sallies blocking sound
through the ceiling holes at backstroke and also the situation with
the tenor pulley. Below the Ringing Chamber there is a ‘Storage
Room’ and Mike proposed that this be eliminated and the Ringing
Chamber floor be lowered by approximately 2.5 metres, thus
eliminating all the issues associated with a short draft and allowing
the heavy bells to be rung from boxes. See the full report in eRT.

| passed on Mike’s report to the church authorities via Chris
Oldham, the Cathedral Administrator, and some time later Chris
and I had a meeting with the Dean to discuss the matter. Prior to
the meeting, the Dean had passed the report on to the technical
staff in charge of the re-build and asked for their comments on
the suggestion of lowering the Ringing Chamber floor. Their
response, conveyed to me by the Dean, was that the structural
integrity of the tower would be compromised if the floor was
removed. Furthermore, the storage space that would be eliminated
was vital as it was the only such space available in the building.
There is no appetite for change.

So there it rests. If the tower is constructed to the present design,
I fear a very fine ring of bells will be difficult, if not impossible,
to ring properly. It may seem somewhat futile now, when the very
future of the whole re-build is in serious doubt, but my opinion is
that further efforts could be made to persuade people to reconsider
their position and make the necessary changes. You can contact
the Cathedral at https://christchurchcathedral.org.nz/contact-us/ to
eXpress your views. Peter Whitehead



https://christchurchcathedral.org.nz/contact-us/

A HOT TOPIC
, Recrutiment, and Retention.

The firstbells in NZ were hung in 1866 in Old St Paul’s Wellington.

Today, 7 towers remain active, while 3 are rung via an Ellacombe
apparatus, swing-chimed, or in storage awaiting a second life.

Most active towers rely on a dedicated but static aging group
of ringers. While the UK faces similar demographic trends, it
benefits from hundreds of active towers and a deep-rooted cultural
tradition of ringing. We don’t share these historical advantages and
if we want bellringing to thrive in our region, we must take a more
strategic approach to Promotion, Recruitment, and Retention.

The Wellington Success Story

In 2025, | was elected Ringing Master of the Wellington Combined
Society of Bellringers (WCSB). By applying a focused approach
we have achieved remarkable results within just a year and a half:
e Tripled our annual income

»  Trained 15+ new ringers, with most remaining involved.

»  Lowered the band’s average age by a decade to under 50..

»  Significantly boosted community awareness and engagement
Here are some of the strategies that worked for us:

Step 1: Improving relations with the Church

While some towers keep the churches they are attached to at arms
length, | found that they have been our strongest supporters in
increasing activity and interest in our ringing spaces. This has come
with some loss in autonomy as both the Wellington Cathedral of
St Paul and Old St Paul’s church management have laid down
stricter frameworks around health and safety and culture, but it has
also opened up greater opportunities for funding and promotion.
Our cathedral manager is currently learning to ring and has been
a great supporter of the bells for the past few years - so figure out
who your church staff is and start making connections! Maybe
pop down after a service, arrange a phone call, or offer to help out
occasionally around the church.

Show them how much of an asset the bells are to them, and they’re
more likely to invest time and energy into helping you.

Step 2: Physical Revitalisation

A really important factor is creating an environment that young
people will want to spend time in. New furniture, lighting, a clean
lick of paint, optimising room layouts, decluttering, and even
regular vacuuming all help. We also installed a new belfry camera
- great for visitors and an excellent safety tool.

Health & Safety was completely revolutionised in order to create
a safer tower environment for visitors and ringers. Bold and clear
safety signs were installed all around the tower. Risks and hazards
were identified, and either removed or minimised with the creation
of a new Bell Tower Risk Assessment. | received a commendation
from the Diocesan H&S officer - they were impressed with the
improvements, particularly in the ringing room.
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Step 3: Promotion and Recruitment

The next step is to think about some ways of getting people into
the tower. Start off simple. Look for any opportunity to get the
word out - signs around the church, brochures, mini exhibitions.
Open up your tower during practices or Sundays, allowing people
to come up and see the ringing in person - see the reaction on
people’s faces when they witness change-ringing for the first time.

Talk to your church about running open days, and find any events
happening in your church or community that you might be able to
ring for - in my experience the church will love it if you offer to
ring for more events! This also had the benefit of making us some
extra income. Try approaching influential people or groups—such
as a mayor, MP, or important characters in the church community.
Tours for neighbours, local groups like Scouts Clubs, retirement
villages and schools are good promotion and local connections,
and perhaps some cheeky cash or a couple of recruits. Mini rings
are powerful tools - put up a stall at local fairs, fetes or similar!

Harness the power of social media. Build a website or improve
your existing one. We created www.wellingtonringers.nz using
Google Sites and got access to premium Google Workspace using
our charity status giving us free web hosting and a domain name
at $38pa. And most importantly Instagram, Facebook, and even
Tiktok. Watch the awesome tutorials by Will Postlethwaite to get
you started - on the CCCBR YouTube channel: ‘Growing your
social media presence’, and ‘The Power of the Hashtag’.

Step 4: Teaching and Retention

We were taken aback at just how successful an on-line application
formis: 25-30 applications in 15 months. 1t’s more likely someone
will enquire if they have an easy way in like this, and it helps us
determine suitability of individuals by a way of asking some simple
questions, such as age range, availability, and time commitments.

In terms of actual teaching, 2 lessons a week was ideal as it speeds
up progress rapidly during the handling stage and means recruits
are less likely to forget stuff. We implemented the ART scheme
in Wellington many years ago. It’s great for keeping track of
progress and issuing certificates - a real incentive for new ringers.
I recommend at least 2-3 teachers per tower, and highly endorse the
ART modules - a great way to upskill teaching handling & theory.

Now, retention... an interesting one. Not everyone is going to
want to stick with it. This is OK! But you have two choices -
try to train people, or stick with the status quo. One of them is
guaranteed to not get you recruits. You could try a deposit system
- reach a certain goal, say, ART Level 3, get the deposit back.

If you can create a tower environment that is positive, welcoming,
enthusiastic, and open to new ideas and change, you WILL get
people sticking around and making a difference to your tower.

Funding Issues
Contact the ANZAB President if funding is holding you back.

Conclusion

< Bellringing is an ancient tradition, but it must move forward

e Traditional ideas and cultures must be challenged

¢ We have to think outside the box

*  We must be welcoming, enthusiastic, and open-minded

e We must partner with our churches and civic communities to
prove that bellringing is relevant in the modern age

And most importantly of all, there has to be someone (or a team of

people) with the drive and dedication to spearhead it all.

Find out more about how you can help or get help for your tower:

email me (dylthomas26@gmail.com) for a full version of this

article and other tips, resources and documents.  Dylan Thomas



http://www.wellingtonringers.nz
mailto:dylthomas26@gmail.com

PEALS & QUARTER PEALS

All performances rung for ANZAB unless noted otherwise.
First Peal Congratulations: Richard Winkler, Paige Kranz,
Georgina Templeton. First inside: Alan Cutter. First as
Conductor: Inga Griffiths-Hunt

MELBOURNE, Victoria, St James Old Cathedral
Wednesday, 1 July 2026 2h 51 13-0-7 in E

5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major Comp. Don Morrison
1 Alan H Champion 5 Cassandra J Olive

2 David P Sorell 6 Andrew P J Davies

3 Charlotte C Sorell 7 Peter | Harrison (C)

4 Philip R Goodyer 8 James W Perrins

Rung to celebrate the 175th anniversary of Victoria seceding as a colony from
New South Wales, which was first announced at Flagstaff Gardens opposite the
Below: 1-8, clockwise from front right.

tower’s current location.

ADELAIDE, South Australia, Town Hall
Monday, 13 July 2026 3h 6 13-2-13 in F
5024 Bristol Surprise Major
1 Michelle C Harrison

2 Andrew P J Davies

3 Charlotte C Sorell

4 Matthew A Ball

Comp. lan Butters
5 Cassandra J Olive
6 James W Perrins (C)
7 Philip R Goodyer
8 Peter | Harrison

Rung for the 160th Anniversary of the Adelaide Town Hall and the bells. Below:
1-8 clockwise from front right in the Town Hall gallery.

' | - _ .
SYDNEY, New South Wales, St James, Queen’s Square
Saturday, 5 September 2026 3h 7 10-0-12 in G
5024 Plain Bob Major Comp. Roger Bailey
1 William T Perrins 5 Richard S Winkler
2 Lindsay R Small 6 William J Ryan
3 Alan Cutter 7 Christopher D O’Mahony

4 Linda Wong 8 Andrew P J Davies (C)
First inside: 3. First in method: 2, 4,5
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LINDFIELD, New South Wales, Holy Family of Nazareth
Saturday, 25 July 2026 2h 22 2-3-1in E

5040 Stedman Doubles
1 Cassandra J Olive

2 William J Ryan

3 James W Perrins
Rung for the 40th Anniversary of the Diocese of Broken Bay. The band L-R, I-5.
. -

4 Charlotte C Sorell
5 Andrew P J Davies (C)

ALBURY, New South Wales, St Matthew

Saturday, 26 September 2026 in 2h 43 (7-3-21 in Ab)

5040 Grandsire Triples Comp. J. J Parker
1 Gabriel AT Moss 5 Paige Kranz

2 Mariane Merati 6 Christopher D O’Mahony
3 Deryn Griffiths 7 Inga J Griffiths-Hunt (C)
4 Taihei M Baker 8 Georgina M Templeton
First as conductor.

First Peal: 5, 8.

Birthday compliments to Deryn. Below, the band R-L, 1-8.
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ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS
SYDNEY, New South Wales, Cathedral Church of St Andrew
Saturday, 19 September 2026 in 3h 23 (29-0—4 in C#)

5040 London No. 3 Surprise Royal Comp. C K Lewis
1 Philip R Goodyer 6 Murray-Luke Peard

2 Jennifer C N Davies 7 Christopher D O’Mahony (C)

3 James D Heyes 8 Matthew A Ball

4 Andrew P J Davies 9 Thomas M Perrins

5 Michael R Harrison 10 James W Perrins

Rung for the ASCY peal weekend. First peal in Australia - 5

Sydney, New South Wales, St Philip, Church Hill

Sunday, 20 September 2026 in 3h 12 (18-2-21 in E)

5024 Spliced Surprise Major (4m) 1632 Cambridge, 1312 London,
1152 Bristol, 928 Superlative Comp. Raobert D S Brown
1 James W Perrins (C) 5 Michael R Harrison

2 James D Heyes 6 Christopher D O’Mahony
3 Esther M Perrins 7 Philip R Goodyer

4 Matthew A Ball 8 Andrew P J Davies
Rung in memory of Robert J Walters (1950-2026), former tower captain at this
tower, elected to this society in 1979.
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Ringing to welcome Joshua Andrew Perrins

PROSPECT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, St Cuthbert
Saturday, 18 July 2026 in 2h 41 (11-1-2 in G)

5040 Treble . Dodging Minor (5m) 1&2: Yorkshire Block D; 3:
Cambridge S; 4:London-S;-5: Beverley S; 6 Surfleet'S; 7: Cambridge S.

1 Matthew J Sorell 4 Patrick T-Meyer.

o 1.Renelope.J\V-Sharpe-—.5.Hannah.M.Campbell

2 Philip R Goodyer 5 Matthew A Ball
3 David P Sorell 6 Peter | Harrison (C)

Rung to congratulate. Anna and Tom Perrins on the birth of their_son, Joshua
Andrew Perrins; born 8 July 2026.

~ CITY OF LONDON, UK, St Olave, Hart Street
Sunday, 12 July-2026:in:2h:55:(11-3-20-in:G)
5056 Turramurra Surprise Major Composed by A J Pitman

12 July 1260 StedmanfrriplesiLinda Wong 1, BillRerrinsf2gMark,Ralmer 3,
Esther Perrins 4, Mary/Symes 5, Jenny Davies6*Andrew Davies\(©)¥/2

Palmer 8. Rung prio!to the Choral Evensong. Rung to welcom‘e Joshua Andrew Perrins who was born
on 8 July 2026. First injmethod: 1 .

24 July 1440-3osh Bob Minor Murray-Luke Peard{15Bill"Perrinst2XEharlotte

Sorell3iCassandra @live.4, James Perrins,5, Andrew,Davies,(C) 6. Rung for Joshua
Andrew Perrins, born 8 July 2026 h

Parramatta (All Saints)
24-July 1344 Joshua Bob Major Martin Anderson 18Esther]Rerrinsy2gMary,

Symes 3, Charlotte Sorell’4, Cassandra Olive 5, Bill Perrins 6, Jeffrey 'Price /A

James Perrins (C) 8. Rung to celebrate the'birth of Joshua AndrewRerrins:

Perth'(St'George) ] o
19 July, 1280_ Superlative Surprise MajorgRichard (©ffen%1¥Eallu (Gronon

———2-|-uka'S:Sostarko
3 Rachel Titmuss 7 Kiyoshi W-Thompson
4 Dylan J Thomas 8 Christopher D O’Mahony (C)

Rung with the band’s congratulations to Anna and Thomas Perrins on the recent
birth of their second child;Joshua Andrew Perrins:

6 Peter J Joyce

Quarter Peals
First Quarter Congratulations: Phoebe Creece

New South Wales
Burwood (St Paul)
18 Jul 1296 Cambridge Surprise
Minor Alan Cutter 1, Bill Perrins 2,
Peta Gilbert 3, Lindsay Small 4, Linda

Wong 5, Andrew Davies (C) 6. First in
method: 3 & 5.

6 Sep 1260 Stedman Doubles Linda
Wong 1, Bill Perrins 2, Mary Symes
3, Taihei Baker 4, Andrew Davies (C) 5, Zachary Palmer 6. For Evensong.

Lismore (St Andrew)

29 Jul 1260 A Small Cure For Melancholy Singles Julia Stewart 1, Kevin
Walsh 2, Robert Weatherby Snr (C) 3, John Maloney 4. To support Rev Christian Ford.
2 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Singles Julia Stewart 1, Kevin Walsh 2, Robert Weatherby
Snr (C) 3, John Maloney 4. Celebrating 12 months since ringer 2 had major heart bypass surgery.
19 Aug 1260 World Peace Singles Julia Stewart 1, Kevin Walsh 2, Robert
Weatherby Snr (C) 3, John Maloney 4. For Vietnam Veterans Day.

26 Jul 1272 Reverse Canterbury Place Minimus Julia Stewart 1, Kevin Walsh 2,
Robert Weatherby Snr 3, Rob Weatherby Jnr (C) 4, John Maloney 5. Between church services.
27 Sept 1260 Plain Bob Singles Kevin Walsh 1, Julia Stewart 2, Robert
Weatherby Snr (C) 3, John Maloney 4. in memory of Rev Christian Ford, Rector 2016-2023.

Sydney (Christ Church St Laurence) I
8 Sep 1274 Grandsire Triples Sam —
Rorke 1, Alan Cutter 2, Michael R 1
Harrison 3, Richard Winkler 4, Clare
Dyer 5, Rob Weatherby Jnr 6, Andrew
Davies (C) 7, Taihei Baker 8. To celebrate
five years of ringing for Taihei Baker. First in the
southern hemisphere: 3. L-R: front 1-4, back 5-8.
Sydney (St James, Queen’s Square)

11 Jul 1260 Grandsire Doubles Marcus Maerker 1, Linda Wong 2, Monty Wood
3, Andrew Davies 4, Lindsay Small (C) 5, Deirdre Evans 6.

8 Aug 1344 London Surprise Major Alan Cutter 1, Murray-Luke Peard 2,
Kathi Downs 3, Lindsay Small 4, Mary Symes 5, Andrew Waddell 6, Christopher
O’Mahony 7, Andrew Davies (C) 8. Rung to celebrate the wedding of Olivia Zhen and Andrew
Waddell on 1 August 2026. First in method: 4 and 6

23 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Belinda Keir 1, James Farrow 2, Lindsay Small
(C) 3, Thomas Coates 4, Murray-Luke Peard 5, Stanley Zhang 6. Rung in Honour of
Thelma Daisy Bodkin, Great-Grandmother of Thomas (4), who passed away on 10 Aug aged 108. She is also
the mother of Marylon Coates & mother-in-law to Alan Coates, both founding ringers of the St James Guild.

L-R, 1-6.

New Zealand
Christchurch (St Peter, Upper Riccarton)
2 Aug 1300 Mixed Doubles (2m,1v) Nicky Richards 1, Mandy Spearing 2,

Christian Westrip 3, Robbie Richards 4, Mark Harris (C) 5, Terry Spearing 6.
To celebrate the life of Sir Sam Neill
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2, Cassandra Olive 3, Adam Beer; 4'tJames,Perrins.(C) 5, lan Harris 6, Josclyn

Sloan 7, Lloyd Cartwright 8 For evensong and to welcome JoshuayANdew PerTins whoywas born
WA r—._

12 Jul 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor Mandy Spearing 1, Terry Spearing 2,
Mary Sluter 3, Mark Harris 4, Jacqui Grafton 5, Frank Sluter (C) 6. To celebrate

the first anniversary of the installation of the bells. Also in memory of Mary Williams and sending Derek

our condolences.

Wellington (St Paul)

18 Jul 1260 Grandsire Triples Jamie
Ben 1, Gerald Mcllhone 2, Ruth
Lightbourne 3, Colin Saxelby 4, Andrew
Dicks 5, Derek Williams 6, Christopher
Jarman (C) 7, Steve Dean 8.

Celebrating the life of Margaret Mary Williams
(4/1/1946-7/7/2026). Janet Grocott wishes to be
associated with this performance.

Wellington

(The John David Ring) :
12 Jul 1260 Plain Bob Minor Derek
Williams 1, Katie Ben 2, Christian
Westrip 3, Jamie Ben 4, Adrian Grant
5, Christopher Jarman (C) 6. First on a
mini ring: 2. Celebrating the life of Margaret Mary
Williams, wife of Derek.  Right, L:R 4, 5,2, 1,6 3.
Eyrewell Forest (Karearea Bells)
26 Sept 1260 Grandsire Triples Anita Adams 1, Terry Spearing 2, Chris
Oldham 3, Mary Sluter (C) 4, Derek Williams 5, David Sluter 6, Frank Sluter 7,
Karen Robinson 8. 65th Birthday compliment to Anita Adams

Queensland

Brisbane (St John)

8 Jul 1260 St Clement’s College Bob Minor Mike Toze 1, Rachel Aland 2,
Elizabeth Hodgkinson 3, Harold Bartlett 4, Patrick Johns 5, Kellie Hajek (C) 6.

Supporting Queensland’s bid for victory in the 2026 men’s State of Origin series. First in the method: 3.

1 Jul 1344 Grandsire Triples Mike Toze 1, Patrick Johns (C) 2, Rosemarie
Harris 3, Kellie Hajek 4, Harold Bartlett 5, Sian Barns 6, Rachel Aland 7,
Elizabeth Hodgkinson 8. Rung by a local Brisbane band. 1st on 8: 8..150th Quarter in the tower:
15 Jul 1260 Minor (3m) 720 St Clement’s College Bob, 480 Little Bob, 60 Plain Bob. Mike
Toze 1, Harold Bartlett 2, Sian Barns 3, David Smith 4, Elizabeth Hodgkinson 5,
Patrick Johns (C) 6. Congratulations on 350th Quarter: 1. First Little Bob: 2, 3. First St Clements: 3.
27 Sept 1260 Plain Bob Minor Mike Toze 1, Rosemarie S Harris 2, Sian Barns
3, Harold Bartlett 4, Patrick Johns 5, Kellie Hajek (C) 6. Celebrating the Very Rev’d Dr
Peter Catt’s ministry, and thanking him for his constant support of the bellringers, as Dean of Brishane since
2008. Rung following service on his final Sunday before retirement. David Smith, who was unable to ring,
also wishes to be associated with this quarter peal.

South Australia

Adelaide (Town Hall)

26 Sept 1260 Plain Bob Minor Kevin Stracey 1, Hannah Tayler 2, Laurence
Williams 3, David Sorell 4, Patrick Meyer 5, Peter Harrison (C) 6.

Adelaide (St Francis Xavier)

14 Jul 1260 Doubles (3m) 420 Stedman, 360 Grandsire, 480 Plain Bob Philip Goodyer 1,
Andrew Davies 2, Cassandra Olive 3, Charlotte Sorell 4, James Perrins (C) 5,
Daniel Alexander 6. First ringing after sound remediation work in the tower.




26 Sept 1250 Bristol Surprise Major Philip Goodyer 1, Hannah Tayler 2,
Patrick Meyer 3, Kevin Stracey 4, Charlotte Sorell 5, David Sorell (C) 6. Peter
Harrison 7, Matthew Ball.

Adelaide (St Peter)

9 Aug 1312 Spliced Triples & Major
(2m/p) 672 Stedman Triples; 640 Bristol S
Major; 3 com, atw. Matthew Sorell 1,
Charlotte Sorell 2, Patrick Meyer 3,
Michelle Harrison 4, Matthew Ball 5,
David Sorell (C) 6, Dylan Thomas 7,
Peter Harrison 8. 1-8 from fiont left.
Tasmania

Hobart (St David)

10 Jul 1260 Doubles (3m) 300 Stedman, 480 each Grandsire & Plain Bob Kate Webb 1,
Harry Howard 2, Marion Brown 3, Paige Kranz 4, Douglas Nichols (C) 5,
Cassandra Olive 6.

31 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Tim Hadlow 1, James Perrins (C) 2, Kate
Webb 3, Cassandra Olive 4, Molly Taplin 5, Marion Brown 6. First off the tenor: 1.
24 Sept 1260 St Martins Bob Doubles Tim Hadlow 1, Douglas Nichols 2,
Cassandra Olive 3, James Perrins (C) 4, Marion Brown 5, Kate Webb 6. Chookas
Molly Taplin!

Hobart (Holy Trinity)

5 Jul 1260 Plain Bob Triples Marion
Brown 1, Kate Webb 2, James Perrins
(C) 3, Harry Howard 4, Molly Taplin
5, Cassandra Olive 6, Douglas ||

Nichols 7, Tim Hadlow 8. First on 8 bells: |
4, 8. First inside to Triples: 5. The band, R-L, 1-8. |

Victoria
Melbourne (St Paul)
9 Aug 1260 Grandsire Triples Andrew Cole 1, Calvin Chai 2, Emily Nation 3,
Mariane Merati 4, Paige Kranz 5, Deryn Griffiths 6, Inga Griffiths-Hunt (C) 7,
Will Postlethwaite 8. Before the Choral Eucharist for Opening of 19th Session of General Synod
30 Aug 1260 Stedman Triples Deryn Griffiths (C) 1, James Perrins 2, Cassandra
Olive 3, Mariane Merati 4, Thomas Read 5, Luka Sostarko 6, Paige Kranz 7,
Will Postlethwaite 8. in memory of Dolly Parton.

Burnley (St Bartholomew)

24 Aug 1260 Plain Bob Minor Will
Postlethwaite 1, Paige Kranz 2, Thomas
Read 3, Luka Sostarko 4, Andrew Cole &

5, Inga Griffiths-Hunt (C) 6. Rung for the
installation of the new vicar Anthony Frost

30 Aug 1260 Grandsire Doubles
Cassandra Olive 1, Mariane Merati 2,
Sarah Stancombe 3, Thomas Read 4,
James Perrins (C) 5, Will Postlethwaite 6.
First of Grandsire: 3. Luka Sostarko would like to
congratulate Cassandra Olive on circling this tower to
Quarter Peals. The band, L-R, 1-6.
Melbourne (St Pius X, Heidelberg West)

15 Jul 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Will Postlethwaite 1, Mariane Merati 2, Sarah
Stancombe 3, Inga Griffiths-Hunt (C) 4, David Pacey 5, Andrew Cole 6. Rung on
the 157th anniversary of the patenting of margarine in France, 15th July 1869.

Geelong (St Paul)

22 Sept 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Michael McBain 1, Deryn Griffiths (C) 2, Inga
Griffiths-Hunt 3, Andrew Cole 4, Morwenna Griffiths 5, Phoebe Creece 6. First
QP: 6. A birthday compliment for the conductor.

Western Australia
Claremont (Christ Church) )
20 Jul 1272 Norwich Surprise
Minor Tony Murray Feist 1, Charlotte
Greenhalgh 2, Richard Offen 3,
Cassandra Olive 4, James Perrins (C)
5, Vicki Greenhalgh 6.  7re band L-R, 1-6.

Mandurah (Christ’s Church)

18 Jul 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major Julie Taylor 1, James Perrins 2, lan
Harris 3, Cassandra Olive 4, Lloyd Cartwright 5, Callum Crofton 6, Richard
Offen (C) 7, Adam Beer 8.

Perth (St George)

20 Jul 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Rhys Greenhalgh 1, Cameron Pepper 2,
Charlotte Greenhalgh 3, Cassandra Olive 4, James Perrins (C) 5, Jessica De-
Acetis 6. Fun with a youth band (sorta).
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16 Aug 1280 Bristol Surprise Major Rhys Greenhalgh 1, Richard Offen 2,
Charlotte Greenhalgh 3, Callum Crofton 4, Josclyn Sloan 5, Vicki Greenhalgh 6,
lan Harris (C) 7, LIoyd Cartwright 8. In fond memory of Elisabeth Bowden. First in method: 3
14 Aug 1282 Superlative Surprise Major Rhys Greenhalgh 1, Richard Offen
(C) 2, Charlotte Greenhalgh 3, Michael Collinson 4, lan Harris 5, Callum

Crofton 6, Adam Beer 7, Vicki Greenhalgh 8. In celebration of the life of Father Edward
Doncaster, prominent Western Australian Anglican priest, archdeacon, church historian and Canon of this
Cathedral. Also a 70th birthday compliment to Corrie Darling.

27 Sept 1280 Plain Bob Major Richard Offen (C) 1, Tony Murray Feist 2, Shane
Yuen 3, Charlotte Greenhalgh 4, Callum Crofton 5, Henry Attfield 6, Andrew

Ling 7, Vicki Greenhalgh 8. For evensong. First of Bob Major and first in Australia: 3. The finale
of a training long weekend for four ringers from Singapore Cathedral.

York (Holy Trinity)

25 Jul 1260 Grandsire Triples Rhys
Greenhalgh 1, Corinne Rule 2, Tony
Murray-Feist 3, Charlotte Greenhalgh &
4, Vicki Greenhalgh 5, Henry Attfield

6, Adam Beer (C) 7, Chris Cooper 8. §
Rung following the WAANZAB District Practice;
with thanks to Coops for standing in at the last
moment due to Julie’s dodgy thumb! R-L -4, 5-8.

Perth Bell Tower d g
23 Jul 1260 Stedman Triples Richard Offen 1, Lloyd Cartwright 2, Cassandra
Olive 3, Tony Murray Feist 4, James Perrins 5, Henry Attfield 6, lan Harris (C)
7, Rhys Greenhalgh 8.

24 Jul 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major Rhys Greenhalgh 1, Charlotte
Greenhalgh 2, Richard Offen 3, Callum Crofton 4, Thomas Read 5, Vicki

Greenhalgh 6, lan Harris (C) 7, Lloyd Cartwright 8. Rung in celebration of the life of
Rosemary Ayers, mother of the Treble ringer.

Handbells
New Zealand

Wellington (34 Elmslie Road, Pinehaven)

14 Jul 1260 Ynystawe Bob Minor Christopher Jarman 1-2, Ruth Lightbourne
3-4, Gerald Mcllhone (C) 5-6. Rung remembering Mary Williams.

23 Jul 1260 Zylverne Bob Minor Christopher Jarman 1-2, Ruth Lightbourne
3-4, Gerald Mcllhone (C) 5-6.

27 Aug 1272 York Surprise Minor Ruth Lightbourne 1-2, Gerald Mcllhone
3-4, Christopher Jarman (C) 5-6.

100th First Pealer in a band
A footnote to the peal at Christchurch St Laurence (back cover)
caught Deryn Griffiths’ attention: “100th Ist peal ringer for a
peal”. She checked with Bill Perrins and he confirmed that there
are now 100 different people in whose first peal he has rung,
including himself in that list, since his first peal in October 1964.

Bill wrote: “I hadn’t kept track of such things at all but Pealbase
does provide the statistic and | noticed a couple of years ago
that I was up around 97. Fairly quickly I snapped up Marion
Brown and Cassandra Olive from Hobart. Because of some
surgery earlier this year | Z# [

I had to withdraw from
what turned out to be Alan
Cutter’s first peal but a
rerun of the CCSL peal
provided an opportunity
with Richard Winkler in
the band (right). And so it
turned out at the second attempt. It was gratifying that Richard
came in at 100 as | had a hand in his early lessons at St Mark’s.”

Bill added: “Usually first pealers are only one in a band. I
think my record would be four in the first peal at Castlereagh
in April 2003. Of those four, only Thomas went on to ring any
more peals. Christopher O’Mahony has reminded me of another
four first pealers in a band - Grandsire Triples at Turramurra on
8/3/1986 (2 Foxes and 2 McGregors).”

“But I can’t equal Rusty’s five in the local peal of Bob Minor at
St Philip’s on ANZAC Day 1986.” Bill Perrins
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WIHY WAS VIOLET EXPUNGED?

ANZAB 2026 — The here and the now, and the then,

and the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
Two outstanding features of ANZAB 2026 in Melbourne, for
me, were the effort the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
(“CCCBR”) put in to supporting the Festival; and the strong
and confident showing from ANZAB’s emerging younger
generation. The Festival Dinner was attended by both the
present, and a past CCCBR President; and when present and past
ANZAB representatives to the Central Council were invited to
stand up, there was much scraping of chair-legs in response.

Personally, when I see the finger-prints of a seemingly remote
Central Council muddying the local scene, I’m often struck
by the apparent illogicality and incomprehensibility of their
decisions. Just what were they thinking?, 1 ask myself. But in a
spirit of reconciliation, and of appreciation for the work that the
CCCBR folks do, I figured that there could be no harm in taking
the opportunity to ask the CCCBR-related questions, that the
ANZAB Festival raised for me. This series of articles will share
the responses of the pantheon of CCCBR operatives present, to
three of the issues that | put to them, viz:

1. Why did the Central Council expunge the method “Violet”?
2. Why did the Central Council foist an extra “Bob” on all
our method names?

3. What does the Central Council think “Go! Bob Minor”
means?

The articles are aimed at younger ringers, who may not know
the history of these questions; and also — given that my enquiries
elicited a disconcerting number of “don’t knows” — it’s also
aimed at regular Sunday service ringers. If some of the Central
Council illuminati struggle to explain what their decisions mean
well, what hope is there for Beryl Stringbag from St Agatha’s at
Wingecarribee.

Why did the Central Council expunge the method “Violet”?
In this first article, we take a look at
Violet Treble Bob Minor.

ANZAB 2026 started with pre-Festival
ringing tours of country Victoria, and
at the foot of the stairs at St Peter’s
Ballarat, was a very handsome peal
board for the famous 1897 peal of minor
(the first of minor rung in Australia)
including “Violet” Treble Bob.

And then we all ascended the stairs
and duly rang “Cambridge” Surprise
Minor. Of course we did. So where did
Violet go? “The girl in the mirror ain’t
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the same as the girl on the wall”. Violet was a hugely popular
method of choice in the 18th and 19th centuries, particularly in
provincial areas from Yorkshire to the Grampians; but even as St
Peter’s bell-tower was newly rising above the Ballarat skyline in
1891, so too was the newly-minted CCCBR holding its inaugural
meeting in London. Leading drivers of the Central Council in
its early days included H Law James, university educated at
Cambridge. This was a group (just 2 years after the Ballarat
peal) that went on to prescribe what a “legitimate method” was,
and to proscribe and prohibit, on abstract theoretical grounds, a
wide range of popular minor methods including not only Violet,
but Bob Doubles, St Simons Doubles, and many well-known
treble-dodging minor methods such as Tulip and Primrose. The
language of these university-educated urban elites (anticipating a
weaponization of the term “deplorables” 120 years in the future)
grew ugly around back then, and the old, traditional, rural-based
methods like Violet were described as “mongrel”, “bastards”
and “worthless rubbish”.

We can see this heavy hand of the Central Council reflected in
the ubiquitous Jasper Snowdon “Diagrams” books that most
ANZAB ringers will know so well. Up until 1901, Violet had
been in every edition, as had many other treble-dodging minor
methods with non-plain bob lead ends. But by the 1908 edition,
they were gone. “To select, is to create.” And by the time |
myself came to learn to ring in 1980, the edition of Diagrams in
the tower was the pale teal 1957 version and the method offering
included, intriguingly “Tulip (modernized)”.

The old method,
“Tulip”, was gone
but the Central g ,
Council had con-

ceded a procrustean
“modernized” one
“corrected” to have
plain bob lead-ends.
Similar contortions
were being effected
by the CCCBR with other minor methods through the 20th
century. One of the most popular (“illegitimate”) methods
historically was “Primrose”, whose name was transferred to
a method called “Ringers Surprise” (i.e. 6th place Cambridge
Suprise Minor). A quick check of BellBoard tells me that that
is now widely rung in ANZAB. However actual, historical
Primrose (with the non-plain bob lead ends) is barely mentioned;
it’s now badged “Queen Mary”. And no “Violet”, at all.
By the time of the red Diagrams book version, the Central
Council makeover was complete. “Tulip (modernized)” and
“Old Oxford (modernised)” were gone. Then came the new
(fatter) version of “Diagrams” (the dark blue one) and — and you
could not, make this up — methods with non-plain bob lead ends
were back (the cyclicals for example) but not, the non-plain bob
lead-end methods that the Central Council had thrown out.

Why does all this matter? Partly, it’s to make sense of peal boards
such as the one in Ballarat. But also, one reasonable motivation
for ringing is for the tradition. Here’s how Yorkshire ringer
Karl Grave describes it in his excellent book on this subject,
“Forbidden Methods:

“In about 1984 my own ringing began to develop beyond Plain
Bob. As | visited other towers | noticed on the old black and
gold peal boards colourful and evocative names such as Violet,
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New London Pleasure, City Delight, Tulip, Oxford Delight,
Merchant’s Return and College Pleasure and wondered how
long before | would be ringing them too? As | moved through
the usual progression of Kent and Cambridge to Stedman Triples
and Surprise Major it became apparent | never would! | began
asking questions, but the best the most senior ringers would say
was: “Oh. They were banned by the Central Council”. And as
Karl then rhetorically asks: “Who on earth did these Central
Council people think they were anyway?”.

Clearly, 1 was triggered by my ANZAB experience of seeing
CCCBR officials standing next to the St Peter’s 1897 peal board.
So I asked my question: “Why did the Central Council expunge
the method *“Violet’?”. Paraphrasing, the response was: “Sorry
about that! But there’s a statute of limitations at some point,
and there’s not much we can do, now, about what the Central
Council did, then, well over a hundred years ago. It’s easier
to wear slippers, than to carpet the world. If you’d like to ring
Violet, well, stop complaining, and get yourself a band, and a
tower, and nobody’s now stopping you.”

Point taken. But 125 years on, and “old sins have long shadows.”
Many excellent traditional methods have been very effectively
erased and for me at least, a lot of the magic of bellringing has
gone with them. On the bright side Bob Doubles is how out of
the naughty corner; and it’s also fantastic to see the younger
generation show-casing the advantages of cyclical lead-ends and
methods. Graham Harman

Next episode: Why did the Central Council foist an extra “Bob”
on all our method names?

WE WANT
YOU
TO HOST ANZAB
YOUTHS 2027

Contact anzabyouths@gmail.com or speak to one of the ANZAB
youth leaders to volunteer your tower for a Youth Event in 2027.

OBITUARIES
Rei Ngatai

Died September 2026, aged 96

Rei learned to ring at Wellington, Old St
Paul’s, in 1979, joining ANZAB in 1980.
Bellboard records 42 quarters she rang.

She rang one peal, being the first Maori to

do so. The peal footnote records that she

was about to take up a job in London and
her quarter peal record shows she rang there
between 1988 and 1995. She rang in most New
Zealand & Australian towers and towers in the US. Ringers around
the world would have encountered her. She had a sharp mind, a
sharp wit and, occasionally, a sharp tongue. Philippa Bowron
Wellington (Cathedral Church of St Paul)

19 Sept 1260 Doubles (3m/1p) 60 Stedman, 360 St Simon’s, 360 St Martin’s, 480 Plain Bob.
Janet Grocott 1, Ruth Lightbourne 2, Derek Williams 3, Christopher Jarman (C)
4, Dylan Thomas 5, Steve Dean 6. In loving memory of Rei Ngatai, a ringer in
Wellington since 1979 and the first Maori woman to ring a peal. She had a kind,

caring heart, a sharp wit and occasionally a sharp tongue. She was much loved
around the world and will be missed terribly, especially in Te Whanganui-a-Tara.

Christchurch (St Peter, Upper Riccarton)

27 Sept 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major Mark C Harris 1, Chris Oldham 2,
Christian Westrip 3, Mary Sluter 4, Jacqui Grafton 5, Derek Williams 6, Terry
Spearing 7, Frank Sluter (C) 8. Rung in celebration of the lives of Rei Ngatai, a
well liked ringer, and Edna May Bell.

Denise Fulton (nee Ferris)

02 March 1960 - 13 July 2026
Although Denise had her first handling
lessons at St Paul’s, Burwood, her home
tower was All Saints, Parramatta, where
her father Bob was the long standing
tower captain. The All Saints bells were
in England at the time, undergoing re-
tuning and augmentation. Denise rang her
first quarter at Parramatta in March 1976 to
celebrate her 16th birthday.

Denise married Joe Fulton in 1981 and moved to Bendigo where
she rang her first quarter peal as Denise Fulton in December of
that year. BellBoard records Denise as having rung 37 quarter
peals and 1 peal.

Denise is survived by her husband Joe, their three sons, and her
sister Yvonne John. A memorial service for Denise was held at
St Paul’s Cathedral, Bendigo, on 23rd July 2026.

Parramatta (All Saints)

29 Jul 1260 Grandsire Triples

Rebecca John 1, Esther Perrins 2, Yvonne John 3, Peter Parker 4, Ronald
Shepherd 5, Andrew John 6, William Perrins (C) 7, Martin Anderson 8.

Rung in memory of Denise Elizabeth Fulton (nee Ferris), a former ringer at this
Church and St Paul Bendigo.
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LOOKING BAGK
With Elzabeth Bleby

75 years ago ™ Editor: Bill Rowe
From THE RINGING TOWERS (Vol.5
No 6, 7 & 8) July, August, Sept 1951
The 5th Annual Competition and
Dinner were held at St Mary’s
Basilica, Sydney, and St Mary’s
won the Competition. It was noted that the standard
of ringing had improved since the first competition.
Maitland bells were to be rehung on ball bearings.

Ballarat ringers visited Bendigo “and actually rung up a couple
of bells” - a first in a very long time. The bells were first rung
in 1873, when the Bendigo Bellringers’ Club had 43 members.
The Club gradually ceased to exist and the bells were clocked
from a clavier. There is some hope ringing might be revived.
There was discussion of the arguments for and against a proposal
that a Bellringers’ Federation should be formed.

50 years ago Editor: Jennifer Murphy
From RINGING TOWERS (Vol 30 No 4) November 1976
The 100th ANZAB peal was rung in the first peal
attempt on the augmented octave at All Saints’,
Parramatta. Dunedin had been the leading peal
tower in 1975/76 and now had rung the first peal of
Yorkshire Surprise Major in NZ. The first peal had
been rung at Christchurch St Laurence, Sydney.

There’s a 20-year reminiscence by George Pipe and a letter from
Joan Gray, visiting again after 21 years.

A handbell peal was rung at Ayers Rock: “confidently believed
to be the first ringing in this location”. Turramurra ringers were
holding street stalls to raise money for two new bells.

25 years ago Editor: Chris Oldham
From RINGING TOWERS (Vol 55 No 4&5) Aug, Oct 2001
There was a celebration of the 10th anniversary
of the St Matthew’s Bellringers’ Society Albury.
The first peal at Rockingham was achieved by the
regular Monday night practice band.

There is a report on the new bells at the Wesleyan
Chapel in Castlereagh and also one of the 40th
Annual Meeting of ANZAB, held at St Bartholomew’s Burnley.

Ringing had begun at the Swan Bells, and soundproofing had
been effected by putting batts in the belfry. The associated
festival included public lectures and open days.

An extract from Federal Hansard reproduced the speech by a
Senator from Queensland which talked (favourably) about all the
ringing undertaken for the Centenary of Federation celebrations.
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10 years ago Editor: Mike Toze
From RINGING TOWERS (Vol 70 No 4) Spring 2016
A very successful ringing school was held in
Sydney; there are now two of these each year.
The increase in training sessions was noted,
and the appointment of an Education Officer
to co-ordinate them. This edition reprints “The
Education Column” series from Ringing World.

The third annual quarter peal day was held at Bathurst. Armidale
celebrated its 20th anniversary. The first peal at St Leonard,
Naremburn, commemorated the 150th anniversary of the casting
of the bells. Elizabeth Bleby

136 years ago
Mary Symes has forwarded a fascinating account from The Bell
News of 27/12/1890 of the story of the first peal in Australia:
After splicing 2
rope to the tenor and generally attending to ropes and bells, we
stripped off and took the ropes a few minutes before 11 a.m,
the men standing as reported. At 11 e'clock we went into
changes, hands and joints a little sore and stiff, but warming to
the work we went merrily along, the tenor behaving herself
under the extca pressure and supervision brought to bear upea
her. Mothing occurred till the balf-way was again reached,
when some remark was ed to be creful and not have
another smash, which however was instantly " shut

up. e
were now all thorooghly settled down, and the tenor Emgpiln;

in g0 well gave us renewed confidence. The bobs were
¢lear, and made one after the other, and the last 504 entered
and had not got half way through when a knock comes to the
door. It startled wvs, but no response from us; the knocking
continued for two or three minuies and then stepped, and we
breathed freely again, for the next ten oc fifteen minotes would
finish the peal. The changes as well 2s leads wers almost
countable new, when knocking was again heard and voices
demanding admission, but above the din was heard the bob-
e, and round they came, and thus was achieved the first
peal in Australasia, exactly at 2.15, or 3 hre. and 15 mins.
The band, having travelled from Melbourne by steamer, had four
attempts to ring the peal over Easter 1890. In eRT (page 41) you
can read the full account of the
peal and, as Mary comments: “a
letter from one of the band, The |
Australian response (to be fair -
although reading between the lines,
1 think we can judge) and there are
also some English letters.”

A marble tablet records the peal:

THAT’SALL FOLKS

What you don’t want screaming on your
mobile phone during your (missed connection)
24 hour stopover in Dubai after a ringing
holiday in the UK and the Netherlands:

Everyone else in
the cafe ignored
it, and happily the

“all  clear” was
delivered to my
phone within 10
minutes.

steer away from

Open areas. A
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Christ Church Saint Laurence - 50th Anniversary of t

First Peal

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION
SYDNEY, NSW, Christ Church St Laurence

Saturday, 29 August 2026 in 3h 14 (10-3-8 in G)

5021 Grandsire Caters

Composed Malcolm M Powell, Arranged Christian M Peckham
1 Esther M Perrins 6 William T Perrins

2 Taihei M Baker 7 Philip R Goodyer (C)

3 Clare E F Dyer 8 Richard S Winkler

4 Andrew P J Davies 9 Samuel P E Rorke

5 Katherine M Downs 10 Alan Cutter

For the 50th Anniversary of the first peal in the tower (3 August 1976,

21 Doubles m/v rung for the Patronal Festival and as a 21st birthday

compliment to the conductor). https://bellboard.org/view.php?id=1983026.

For the Patronal Festival.

First peal: 8. 100th 1st peal ringer for a peal: 6. 100th peal together: 4 & 6.

50th anniversary of first peal as conductor & 21st tower bell peal as conductor.

Remembering Robert Walters who rang in the first peal and was due to ring

in the 50th anniversary peal.

Deryn Griffiths, former tower captain, would like to be associated with this peal.
See more in eRT, page 44.

ondon (Christ Church
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https://bellboard.org/view.php?id=1983026

More news and
photographs In the
electronic version
eRinging Towers
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St Andrew’s Cathedral Sydney provided the model for the work at SFX. Above left: ringing room ceiling “before”, right: "after”.

St Andrew’s also provided the expertise, skills and experience required at SFX: Thomas Perrins (above) provided experienced
overview for the SFX works and James Perrins provided the skilled labour essential in demonstrating to the St Francis Xavier
Cathedral Authorities that the volunteers would be capable of undertaking the work.

Below: the ceiling with bosses removed and the radus arm used to mark out the circle of ceiling for removal.

g
|
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eRT Extra
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Above: rubber gaskets to isolate the ceiling bosses from the floor structure, cut from 6mm thick sheet rubber.
Below: the hollow silicone brass ceiling bosses filled with lead, on the right the combined boss for the second and sharp second.
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ST FRANCIS XAVIER ADELAIDE, ACOUSTIC RECTIFICATION 1| eRT Extra

Above: the scheme diagram for the sound collectors and sound tubes for the upper level bells (2#, 4, 6 & 8) and trebles (1 & 2).
Below left: when first installed PVC pipes were used as continuous rope guides through the sound chamber. These were removed
within a very short period, but have been useful in constructing the new sound tubes. Below right: the sharp second collector.
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Above left: the sound tubes in the intermediate (sound) chamber.

Above right: the collectors for bells 4, 6 and 8.

Below: sound collector for the treble, with a very tight clearance between BelowIRineing Roons fromchelCathedralivestdisle
the stay of the treble and the slider of the bell above.
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THE RINGING CENSUS 2026

If wie want the future of ringing to improve, we first
necd an honest picture of where we are today.

As parl of the wider ambitions of Ringing 2030,
the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers is
preparing for the Ringing Census 2026, taking
place from 16-22 November 2026

The Census will give us a cument picture of how
many peaple are ringing, where they are ringing,
what their ringing looks like, and how they feel
ahout heing part of the ringing community.

Building on what has gone before

The 1dea of surveyving nnging is not new, There

have been several surveys over the vears, including

the significant 1988 Ringing Survey, More recently,

work began on a Ringing Survey alongside Ringing 2030, with a pilot
producing some fascinating data,

The 2026 Census builds on this previous wark, but it 1x much more
than simply reviving an earlier survey,

Owver recent months, a small team has reviewed previous surveys.
considering what worked well and what could be improved, alongside
the valuable data gathered by the Ringing Trends Commitlee.,

The result is a new, fully digital Census designed w0 provide both a
pieture of ringing in 2026 and a robust, repeatable approach that can
be used 1o benchmark ringing activity in the future.

What will the Census tell us?

The Census aims to build a clear and honest picture of the current
ringing community - not simply by counting numbers, but by
understanding the activity behind them.

Infarmation collected will include:

Participation levels and the number of nngers

Tower and location details

How often people ring and the types of ringing they undenake
Limited demographic information, such as age and gender

Ihe Lensus 1s also bemg designed 1o address one ol the challenges
of counting ringers; people may ring at more than one tower during
the Census week.

The methodology will take this overlap imo aceount when
producing the overall estimate, helping to ensure that individuals
are nod simply counted multiple times because they ning in different
places,

Rather than relying solely on a volunary response from every
tower, volunteer enumerators will also work within defined
geographical areas to help secure complete retums, This will provide
a robust basis from which wider trends across ringing can be
estimated.

Together, these approaches will provide an important evidence
base for understanding trends. supponting recruitment and retention,
identifying gaps and opporunitics, and strengthening applications for
funding and resources. 1t will also help ensure that the experiences
and needs af owers, ringers and associations are properly represented
when fulure plans are developed.

Hevws will it work?

The Census will be deliverad through a simple anline survey,
designed 1o be quick and accessible across different devices,

Participation will be entirely voluntary, However, the more nngers
and towers who take part, the stronger the overall piciure of ringing
will he,

Following the model of the 1988 survey, the core Census will take
place over one week, 16-22 November 2026, with ringers asked
recond and deseribe their ringing activity during that period,

Volunteer enumerators will provide local support. helping to
ensure that towers within their designated geographical areas make a
complete return, They will encourage participation, answer questions
and help towers understand what is requined,

Alongside this, a coordinated communications campaign across
cmanl, social media amd exasting nnging networks will help ensure

| 4 September 2026

838 THE RINGING WORLD

that ringers and towers know what is happening and
how they can take part.

Getting ready for Movember

Preparation s already underway, with the coming
months focused on raising awareness, recruiting
volumeers and getting towers ready.

Training and preparation will take place during
September and October, followed by contact with
towers ahead of the Census collection week in
Movember,

A picture we can build on

The Ringing Census 2026 is ahout much more than
producing a number.

It is about using a carefully considered approach to understand
where ringing is now, ercating a reliable bascline againat which we
cun measure change, and giving us the evidence we need to make
informed decisions about where nnging needs 1o go next.

Every ringer who takes part adds anather picce 1o the picture,
Every tower that participates helps make that picture more complete.
The better our picture of ringing today, the better equipped we will be
12 shape its future.

For more information, FIgﬂ_ﬁ; visil; https://cccbr.org.uk/census/

GEMMA GROOM
Marketing and Administration Officer, COCBR
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Above: Yass guessing competition
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SINGAPORE RINGERS LONG WEEKEND IN PERTH 25-27 Sept ::*l eRT EXtra
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MORE DARWIN PHOTOGRAPHS - VISITORS AND UK TRIP ::*l eRT EXtra

Above: Lorenzo and Jo at Battle, UK Above: Valerie, visiting from Vancouver

Below: Rhys, Charlotte, Vicki and James Greenhalgh from Perth Below: Maria, visiting from Katoomba
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On page 8 of this issue you can read Peter Whitehead’s opinion piece on “a looming acoustic disaster” at the rebuilt
Christchurch Cathedral.

You can find more information about the project at https://christchurchcathedral.org.nz/ including the Concept Design
plans shown below. Further detailed plans are on pages 30 to 33, showing the minimal “sound chamber” and the
storeroom below the ringing room.

Peter asked Mike Banks, author of the Central Council webpages on acoustics, for his opinion on the likely acoustic
performance of the new tower. Mike Banks’ full report is on pages 34 to 40.

Peter believes further efforts could be made to persuade people to reconsider their position and make the necessary changes.
You can contact the Cathedral at https://christchurchcathedral.org.nz/contact-us/ to express your views.

Hulp reopen Craisk Church Cathodal

Our Progect  Our Peopie Support Us  Cathedral Hisbory Neows  Contact Us
Chisd Chisrolh Catihedol
ST T PRt

B

L L

-
)
k]

chrastehuiecheathede al angne our-project

The Tower
T much-loved ower will be ratullt i Its original positbon The emnants of the old tower will be demolished to facilitate the new one

The new towar will ba very similar in cutward appearance b its predecessor but will be base solated to schieve the required setsmic
standard. It will hawe a working belhng with stairs and a Lift providing access 1o the beting vewing platform and the Lower courtyand to
U north



https://christchurchcathedral.org.nz/
https://christchurchcathedral.org.nz/contact-us/
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Some Personal Thoughts on Christchurch
Cathedral Internal Sound Control

1.0 Introduction

| have been asked by Peter Whitehead (former Master of the Cathedral Ringers Society)
to offer my thoughts on the potential acoustics in the ringing chamber of the new design for
the Christchurch Cathedral bell tower.

When ringing the bells, each ringer must be able to clearly hear verbal instructions fram
the conductor and so be able to implement those instructions immediately. Additionally,
nnging a 12 bell method is an extremely complicated process requiring a small gap of
about 0.2 seconds between each bell striking, and so each bell must be clearly heard by
all ringers. Thus the general ringing room sound level must not be too loud nor too quiet
and individual bell sound levels should ideally be as equal as possible.

The two principal sound routes to the ringers are through:

» the barrier comprising the bell chamber floor and ringing room ceiling structure
+ and through the ceiling rope holes.

To meet the ringing room acoustic requirements, it is essential that the ringing room floar
be low enough relative to the bells to prevent any of the rope sallies passing into the
ceiling during full circle ringing. If they do, they will significantly muffle any sound coming

through the rope hole. My analysis of the proposed installation seems to show that ALL of
the sallies will enter the ceiling, the tenor bell sally seems fo rise to an unacceptable height
in the bell chamber, probably making accurate ringing of this bell difficult?

2.0 Sally Heights

| have been privileged to receive (pdf) images of the tower drawings from Peter, some of
which | have incorporated into my own CAD drawing where | have adjusted the size of
each image to be full size. | am thus able to estimate most measurements | need for my
analysis which includes bell wheel diameters. When a bell is rung full circle from the
upright to upright position it lifts the sally upwards by just over half the circumference of the
sole of the wheel (the bit the rope runs round) - see Appendix (A). | have assumed that:

+ the shrouds on the wheels are 40 mm deep ie. the diameter of the sole of the
wheel is 80 mm less than the overall diameter.
the initial height to the top of each sally is 2590 mm (102 ins)
the sally length is 914 mm (36 ins).

Wheel diameter | Wheel circumference | Sally rise mm  Height of sally top
at sole mm at sole mm at back stroke mm

1308 4109 2055 4645
2109 6626 3313 £903
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From the diagram below it can be seen that in the current design both bell 1 and bell 12
sallies enter their respective ceiling holes and bell 12 actually passes right through. It
follows that all other bell sallies will enter and some pass through their respective ceiling
holes. The highest sally position for bell 12 is worrying since it could enter the frame pulley

Tl

| 0 1, i

RIRGIMG
ROOM

RHIRA3 MG 2000
WIT= CURRENTLY
PROPOSCDF _OOR
REMOVED

TOWER STORMEE

CURRENT DESIGN SUGGESTED DESIGN

which is unacceptable because it can make ringing difficult. Also, | can see no evidence in
any of the tower drawings of floor-mounted pulleys drawing any of the ropes into a better
rope "circle". | suspect Taylors could intend to fit these for some of the bells, and if needed
for any of the heavier bells whose sallies enter the bell chamber in the current design, then
this could create further difficulties for free rope movement.

In my view, serious consideration should be given to removing the proposed bell chamber
floor from the plans and ringing from the "tower storage" room floor instead (see the
diagram above). If this creates a tower structural issue then maybe the removed floor
could be replaced by a ring beam? Importantly, this will not only avoid the acoustic
problem resulting from periodic entry/exit of each sally in its ceiling rope hole and ensure
guaranteed freedom of rope movement for all bells, it will also allow the heavier bells'
sallies to be set higher to pemnit ringers to stand on boxes to ease rope control of these
bells.
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3.0 Sound Attenuation

As already hinted at in the introduction, my approach to sound control in a ringing room is
to design the barrier(s) between the ringers and the bells in two parls.

s Firstly, | assume there are no rope holes in the barrier(s) and design them to meet
the desired degree of overall attenuation.

Secondly, | introduce the rope holes and consider how best to attenuate the sound
passing through them. The latter can sometimes be by trial and error!

In order for ringers to clearly hear each bell, and also hear commands by the conductor,
sound levels in a ringing room of 70 - 75 dB(A) have been found to be ideal and this level
of sound forms my target.

My interpretation of the Cathedral tower drawings is that the ceiling is designed to "Key
Value CE-101" shown on drawing A15.115 Revision (E) and so this, in combination with

the 250 mm thick concrete bell chamber floor, forms the acoustic barrier between the
ringers and the bells (see diagram below).

BELL CHAMBER

‘ Congcrete

Thermal
insulation

| ——

Rope hole ; .
with no 20 mm plywood
sound tube 15 mm acoustic
plasterboard

RINGING ROOM

The ceiling is suspended and so minimises the direct transmission of sound between the
concrete floor and the ceiling. My estimates for attenuation are based on graphs using the
weight per unit area of the various layers and generally holds for the usual frequency
ranges of church bells. Appendix (EB) lists my assumptions.

My conclusion is that sound levels without rope holes could be of the order 35 - 40
dB(A).

This indicates that the sound coming through the rope holes will play a big part in
achieving the desired 70 - 75 dB(A). The current design of ceiling should provide a high
level of absorption for sound passing through those rope holes which have no sound tube
since the thermal insulation can double up as an effective absorber of sound. However, |
understand that the six smallest bells have rope tubes fitted which isolate the passage of
sound from any absorption. Relatively speaking, therefore, those rope holes with sound
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tubes will significantly increase sound level transmission and it is probable that a trial and
error process may be needed to arrange for sound levels to be ultimately acceptable which
could be facilitated by the rope tubes being easily removed/refitied.

4.0 Summary of My Thoughts

4.1 Ringing room sound levels should lie in the range 70 - 75 dB(A) to ensure that all
ringers can dearly hear each of the bells strike and also hear instructions from the
conductor.

4.2 The concrete bell chamber floor and acoustic ceiling by themselves would theoretically
reduce ringing room sound levels too much.

4.3 Sound passing through the rope holes, of course, will raise these theoretical sound
levels to reality.

4.4 The acoustic ceiling wil be essential to absorb some of the sound passing through
those rope holes without sound tubes.

4.5 Removable sound tubes could then be used to adjust sound levels in the ringing room.
4 6 As currently designed, it is likely that all bell sallies will pass into the ceiling rope holes
alternately muffling the bell sounds - this will be unacceptable.

4.7 As currently designed, the tenor bell sally will rise into the frame pulley which will make
ringing this bell more difficult.

4.8 Lowering the ringing room floor to the "tower storage room" will overcome both
problems (4.6) and (4.7) and will allow the sallies on the heavier bells to be raised to
permit ringing by standing on boxes.

Mike Banks
19th April 2026
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(B) Acoustic Barrier Assumptions
My assumptions for the acoustic barrier are as follows:
1) Bell chamber sound levels with all bells ringing 120-125 dB(A)

2) Construction materials and their mass per unit area:

250 mm concrete floor 600 kg/m2

Airgap containing thermal insulation (which is also a good sound absorbent
material)

20 mm plywood

15 mm acoustic rated plasterboard

12 kg/m2
12.8 kg/m2
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Christchurch Cathedral Bell Installation - Some Further Thoughts
(Issue 2 - pre-earthquake diagram updated)

Following discussions with Peler Whilehead, | have tried to encapsulate what he has told
me aboul the original layout of the bells and ringing room. This short report makes the
argument for why the old design was acceptable and the proposed new design is currently
unacceplable.

He has told me that criginally all floors and ceilings were wooden with a sound control
space above the ringing room ceiling.

e

L |

SOUND ROCM

Ll |

Flocs 2000 mim higher
i thar pid Ao

4523 mm

TOWER STORAGE

BN BN §
I PRE-EARTHQUAKE
CURRENT DESIGN LAYOUT

Also, importantly, the current architect has raised the position of the proposed ringing room
floor, compared with the original, to allow incorporation of a tower storage area.
Summarising, the significant changes are:

ringing room floor raised,

tower storage area introduced,

sound control space removed,

proposed bell chamber floor made from 250 mm concrete.

Based on currently available drawings, | have created the above diagram in which | try to
compare the original layout with what the architect is currently proposing. There are two
key issues:

+ using a concrete bell chamber floor has resulted in the majority of the bell sound
reaching the ringing room having to come through the rope holes, whereas in the
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original pre-earthquake layout a significant amount of the scund would have come
through the wooden floor/ceiling surfaces and much less through the rope holes.
raising the ringing room floor by 2 metres has caused the tenor bell sally to enter
the frame pulley.

From the above we have concluded for the architect's current new design that:

+ since all of the sallies periodically pass into or through the concrete floor, this will
have a far more powerful effect of cyclically muting the ringing room sound levels
than was the case for the original design,
accurate control of the tenor bell will be compromised due to interaction between its
sally and the tenor bell frame pulley.
given that the purpose of the tower is to provide a public platform from which to ring
the bells, it is unfortunale that the current design gives priority to a tower storage
area at the expense of making the bells difficuilt ta ring accurately.

None of this will be acceptable to ringers ringing the bells in the currently proposed new
bell tower.

NB With the concrete floor, there is no need for a sound control space but the proposed
acoustic ceiling is needed to control rope hole sound levels.

Mike Banks
2nd May 2026
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THE AUSTRALIAN PEAL AND ITS RESULTS.

I must apologise for not sending yon the detailed account of | rung 3668 changes, thus maki of for
the accomplishment of the first eafl ; 684, tios sskiog 7

right up to the finish, and all seemed thoroughly set. We had

the dny. It is only fair

in tha Colonies before, for | to Charles Kilburn to remark that he had only just recovered

reasons that will apgm in the following particulars. from a serions illness, and had not his nsun strength. We

Az I have briefly

ed the names of ringers, time, and blamed ourselves that we did not splice a TOpe to the tenor

details of bells, I need not again give tham, but proceed to en- which we decided to do if we had another opportunity of trying.

lighten brother-strings of the circumstances under which it was | On Tuseday we wended our way to that

moat delightiul of spots,

rang, and the subsequent results. Darling Point, and put in the day at St Mark's (six balls). I
Our first intention last Easter was a visit to Hobart, but have already eulogised the ' go™ and tone of thess bella, so
owing to ringers in Hobart wishing us to defar our visit till | need not repeat. We rang a jac of Minor in the morning, in
Christmas, we decided at the last moment to go to Sydney 26 mins., the men standing as follows: T, B, Hall, 1; W.
again. We jenced:great difficulty in obtaining a band, in Shenton, 2; ). Beechey, 3; W. Albinsom, 4; H. Adams (com-

fact we had only six men to depend on, Collins turniog up on duétor), 5; J. Murray, 5. And in the o

fiarnioon a 20 of Minor

the steamer about half an hour before leaving, the Master, Mr. |1 28 mins. T. B. Hall, 1; J. Beechey (conductor), 2; W.
. Guest, refusing to accompany us nnless we could muster a full | Shenton, 3: W. Albinson, 4; J. Mormay, 5; H. Adams, 6
and of eight change-ringers, and con uently did not go. Wa | Several other small tonches were rung by mixed bands, local
all went per 5.5. Arames, on Thursday night before Good and visitors, and a G-score, At the invifation of the vicar we

Friday, and experienced & most enjoyable trip all the way to | adjourned to the parsonage and partook of refreshments, be
Sydney. On or two sufiered from that inseparable attendant withing us every sonccess, and offering us a cordial_welcome
tc a sea vOyRge, vit., 88a sickness, the first day, but declared whenever we went to Sydney in the future, to Darling Poiot and
they were quite old salts before reaching Sydney cn the Satar- | St- Mark's. 'Wa spent a jolly evening with the local ringers at
day at 8.0 p.m. The trip up bad been tneventfol, the sea like | the residence of Mr. juﬁé songs, recitations, and handbells

the proverbial mill pond, weather glorious. ~We bad many dis- being intermixed with a ADCES.
cnssions a5 to the snecess, in a ringing point of view, of our wisit, Wednesday, Appl[gth. dawned bright
and finally came to the conclusion that 720 would be the exteat. | Mr. J. Denais he inforined oe he had

and chf.ur?', and mesting
amanged for os to have

However, on armiving, we sivock a line for our apartments, in | access Lo the bells for the morning, but we must not makes 2
close proximity to St. Philip's, housed the Inggage, and then | day of it. This of eourse meant cne attempt, if a failare, the
had = constitutional throogh the city. On Easter Sunday we apportunity would be lost aof scunng a peal. After splicioga

attended St Philip’s and rang for morning service two or three | rope to the tenor and generally atten
f.scores, with 7-8 behind, being all that was attempted. 1 need stripped off and tock the ropes a few
scarcely remark we were cordially welcomed by the members of | the men standing as reported. At 1

ing to ropes and bells, we

minutes before 11 am.,
1 o'clock we went into

St. Philip’s Seciety. Arrangements baving been made for changes, hands and joints a little sore and stiff, but warming to
ringing for the children’'s monthly afternoon service, Murray and | the work we went merrily along, the tenor behaving hereelf
mpulf went ont to Darling Point to endeavour to get Mr. | under the extra pressuce and supervision brooght to bear upon
pyner in to :m% the treble and make an esttempt at Triples; her. Mothing occurred till the half-way was again reached,

wt, ooiforiuoate

v, he was away from home on business, and when some remark was passed to be careful and not have

e wot retury till Tuesday evening. This considerably | anotber smash, which bowever was instantly ** shut ‘-‘-3*“ We
oo

damped our hopes, and we retorned to St. Philip's to im were now all thoroughly settled down,

and the tenor

the bad mews. We arrived back just as service was finished, in so well gave us renewed confidence. The bobs were -:l.ﬁll:!
and on oor men comiog out we were surprised to be introduced | clear, and made one after the other, and the last 504 entersd
te Mr-Harton, with the additional remark, * He's a peal-ringer.” and had not got half way through when s knock comes to the
We took it as a joke at first, but very soon found oot he was a door. It startled us, but no response from us; the knocking
ringer, He was brought up to St. Philip's by Mr. Charles Kil- continued for two or three minutes and then stopped, and we
burn, son of the Ballarat Skij of ringers, who has enjoyed so | breatbed freely again, for the next ten or Efteen minutes would

many pulls amongst us at Melbourne and Ballarat. To say that | finish the peal. The changes as well

as leads wers almost

we were pleased to meet Mr. Horton is but poorly g;pr]:ssiug countable now, when knocking was again heard and volces
ch an

eur feelings. We invited him to remain with us to lun demanding admission, but above the

in was heard the bob-

join in the afterncon’s riufi.nii, which he readily sgreed to, and ingle, and round they came, and thus was achieved the first
t

we recorded a 504, & TEEU

at pat ns ina far better humour in Australasia, exactly at 2.15, or 3 hrs. and 15 mins. We

and imbped us with hopes of what might eventually follow. We ad hardly time to stand the bells when the door opened and
again rang for evening service, obtaining a 672, vouducted by | the Rev. ]. D. Langley entered, followed by the locksmith who
Harry Adams, the going remarkably well exc: pt the tenor, had picked the lock, and we received a sound rating in no very
which was rung in these two touches by Mr. Whiiton and Mr. moderate terms, much fo our surprise, and for what we were
Kilburn respectively. Arrangements having been made by Mr. | still to learn. It transpired that some ose had been to the

1!Inl:m Dennis, the jovial Master of 5t. Philip's Society, for us to incumbent informing bim that a friend

in dose proximity to the

sve the use of the bells for the whole Easter Monday, we church was dangerously ill, in fact oo the point of death, and

decided to iry for the peal, Charley Kilburn expressing his be- bis endeavours to stop the bells had
lief e could take the tenor lhrﬂllsg* i

been futile ; noder thess

so early Monday morning circumstances no wonder the incumbent felt wroth and we

we were busy adjusting ropes, etc., and seein everything was eventually reaped the sffects. On investigation the supposed

safe and soug. Aboot :;.Dn:? a.m. we went into a::s.‘nutzlgﬂr and were | case of iliness turned out a myth, and Wlfg.ﬂ:f]! an attempt to

just getting warm to our work when the teoor going stifl, droj get the ringers stopped by some uoappreciative listener. No

right into the middle, cansing a jangle, and eventually a pae complaints were made at the tower to Mr. ]. Dennis or the
; . : .

at 1570 changes. Mo time was in again making a start, an
things were ;%dn looking lively, when sudden] ; perienced | the fact of the door being found locked
a repetition of our previous disaster, after ringz:

It then being lunch time we adjourned and refreshed the in

Emgren of the peal the verger h
man, and returned with renewed vigour to the task. porway

to bave a lock arovnd, as t

verger, who were present, ooe or both, the & of the time, and

was one of pore accident,

g 1470 changes. | for when we started the door was left open, but during the |
ner

to come up to the
Yankees say, and on
t,

viling and adjusting the tenor r‘?ga we essayed leaving brushed the door with his sleeve as he
urn on

with E. A. E. Collms and C. Ki

on
tenor. This time | setting it on the move, baving a spring lock on the inﬁda,w%tl

our hopes ran high ; without any apparent hitch we ickl shut and fastened us in, a circumstance we one and
the' leads and bobs behind u{, reached ﬂ:u hn.lt':lr:;r ouse | remember and a preciate to the end of our days, for to this
(bob single) and went steadily on our way for home, two simple matter is the record of the peal due. Had the door been

more so4's were left behind ; but the end was near, for like opened we cerf could not bave
the two previous occasions the tenor was all at sea, and we had face of opposition from the Rev. J. D.
to stop, for as Mr. Horton remarked, one could not
ringing with the tenor upside down and in the middle
We were thoroughly disappointed, for the hitting had

enjoy the
like that, {lost.
b_ﬂu;aoci'

contioned ringing in the
on the t side

of the doar, and once more the opport would have been
' am certain brother-strings at home will heartily congratu-
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1803, and on proceeding to the vesiry were ghown a Common in o special mect twenty-one TINEIOE members, at
Eu Book and Bible with the following inscription on the m !iﬂiﬁg‘b}' ut in an Bpptﬁ:::::l:l!. anﬂﬂh’;’!l;_
Jenfi— mesnting & & oooasion
}' Y Botany Bay, December 14th, 1786. and probationary m h"'fnwi op cerned the riu‘gera
Rw.l;-l. chnson, not by v, and : to ba voted upon Dby
Chaplain of Convict Flest.” peopsc was ;jfm o fnaida the tuw%r F:[o#c,
Rev. ]. D. read OROTATY eI a iving probationary
The 1. D. Langley then us a chapter ont of the old jot alope knowing what an ]:SHE wafﬂ imeligible to

i i 2 ul )

:::hl;ﬂ!!]lh ""l:':lﬁ-iﬂn“ S et bactital e, =100 L0 R | megbens & vote, who, “ngrﬂlmg liina‘:?ircl;.rﬁnﬂ that the Socisty

ere are many old associations connscted with St. Philip's | Yo A proposition was S5 it,’:km to the voting. _Since that
choreh. The ﬁnt, church was opened 1807, and named after be disbanded, exception being have not been to sither tower,
Goverpor Philip, pulled down in 1859, and rebuilt and then mesting we and our sUppOTters inted ringers at St. Pauols
namad after the Apostle. A stone i?:' the porch under the and an application by s o TSR due infloence and mis-
s the Allciti i Bailding of this ehorolr was | Gathiedtal was msocceesin throngh W e hange-ringers with-
commenced a.0. 1798 mtfmﬁnmﬂ mﬁ: od 1810." statements made. _Thos wa o5 i A that r&: ig:ant 1
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Captain P. G. King, RN. Consecrated on December 25th, | tones the founders and donor intended thef "o oy
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We beartily thanked the Rev. ]. D. Langley for his courtesy and thinking ringers at home, especially when it is taken into con.
kindness in allowing us the vse of the bells, and taking a fond sideration that in the last five years, the peal has been attempted
farewell look af the tower made our adieu and received a cordial | 98 Rineteen different occasions, Mr. Guest conducting on ew
bon vovage, well pleased with the hour spent. oceasion, no one else aver attempting to eveu call a peal.

We now made oar way to the wharves to take boat home and | the ninsteen attempts the following is a reason of its non-
again received the congratulations and good wishes of our success : 1, 4-5 changed course ; 2, a mis-call; 3, too many
Sydney brothers, and with waving hats, &c., steamed slowly down conductors ; 4, ditto ; 5, general collapse ; 6, bob called wrong:
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guudﬁumh eads, and a few litile waves caused the boat v y has it not been rung before 7 Somethi
roll rdght merrily, which result caused our worthy young con- than want of ringers, while six of onr onmber can = _thm ﬁu?
ductor, Mr. Murray, to come to the conclusion it was time to make paratively at the first attempt, with a stranger, mfi. debutant
# g bob," which he did in & very y fashion, through the | 25 conductor, are successful, and 1 leave brother.stringsat home
first port hole be could reach, and I am sorry to relate he had EP!WEB for themselves, and I can imagine most of them saying
little respect for persons, for it turned oot he bad invaded the Very near time they did have a split.” :
stewardess's cabin, two of the others also expressed the opinion How long matters will remain as they are is difficalt to tell
that the dinner was far from a suceess and gracefully retired to | 30 brother-strings must not expect any more 3 uhi] 1
bunk, and what's more stopped there till Melbourne was reached, | but before closing this narrative I must place itlefires]
where we arrived al 2.0 a.m. Monda uvmiuﬁ esteem we all for Mr, Jas. L. Murra P p &': record the
Now brother-strings for the result. Os Monday afternoon | P iate his initial success as a mihln t we deeply
received a notice signed by six members of the Society, marble tablet enmmmpeﬂ wetor,
requesting that a special meeting be called for Tuesday night, been prepared, and by the kind
which was duly complied wilh, at which: mecting Mr, |, Guest | 224 chorchwardens is to be
in the r.'hlilr. sutg;tnﬂ 1':53 H]l;ﬂ {malhh: pur hnf taking into i ey, :
consideration wan courtesy wn by those members ing this api . N
who visited Sydney, to the Society and to himself, by sneaking able, and t‘hm FFI:E.? ;ﬂﬂtﬁh lﬁh in the day, will be w
away without letting brother.ringers know, and by ringing the | Teg2rds to self .:.5 all broth pation for jts - ion, with kind
when they knew he bad been trying for so many years to H “'lﬁ'i%sl. = - .
obtain the same for the honouor of Victoria, thus disgracing him om. Sec. Victorian

and themselves. Questions of why we rang it, and why we went, | . MAliMorR (G P R T 5 i
and other absurd g:;ngl were asked aud charges made, which in | & cborch, 720 Ot bire).—On Saturday, December 13th, at the
reply for Lhe men the secretary answered : That our visit was | f;, Rmm:,- = :]F-Eﬂﬁ?ﬂ and 720 m.ﬁ*f o
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THE FIRST PEAL IN AUSTRALIA - Extracts from The Bell News =1 eRT Extra
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TORIAN SOCIETY OF CHANCE RINGERS, MELEOURNE

WITH THE ASSISTANGE OF MESSRS T.H.JOYNER ano J.HORTON nr.trﬂ_
RANG ONM THE BELLS AT THIS CHURCH,IN 3 HOURS AND I5 MINUTES,
: L% _ A TRUE AND COMPLETE PEAL OF CRANDSIRE TRIPLES,5040 cunane
; t’ ’.'ell 4 " i BEING HOLTS 7ven ll&l‘:r_rl_l-l. | 'k 5
7 hll.l.llll SI‘_II_I.'I'M—. rresce.] THOMAS B.HALL. c.v. 6.
I 'JOHN BEECHEY. 2. | HARRY ADAMS. 5" M.s K. 7.
4 JABEZ HORTON.rc.v. 3. THOMAS H.JOYNER.
JAMES L. MURRAY. 4. ERNEST A.!.GOLLIHS.}
WILLIAM ALBINSON.cv 5. :

. conpucrep 8By JAMES L. MURRAY.

| . A.J.LEWINCTON. . '
J.D.LANCLEY. /vcumBenr. T.CLAYDON. CHURCHWARDENS,
' A.HOUISON. M.B. B
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The 18 September cover picture of The Ringing World shows
the tower of Christ Church St Laurence, Sydney, New South
Wales, photographed by Sam Rorke. In the background, visible

[ L ! } through the budding spring branches of a plane tree, is the clock
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tower of Sydney’s Central railway station. The article continues:

Christ Church St Laurence is one of the oldest churches in
Sydney still in regular use. Its foundation stone was laid on New
Year’s Day 1840, and although construction stalled for a time
in a financial crisis, the church was consecrated in September
1845. The first architect, Henry Robertson, was soon succeeded
by Edmund Blacket, then a parishioner and later the Colonial
Architect of New South Wales, who gave the sandstone Gothic
Revival building much of its character, including the tower
and spire seen on the cover. Today the parish is known as a
prominent leader in the Anglo-Catholic tradition, with a choral
reputation to match, and the red west doors seen at ground
level are a familiar landmark in Sydney’s Haymarket.

The tower has held bells since 1853, when a ring of six (cast
the previous year by John Taylor’s of Loughborough) arrived
from England. They were first chimed for Divine service on
Christmas Day 1855 and rung in full circle the following New
iF Year’s Day. The original six went through several challenges
during the twentieth century, including the installation of a
clavier during World War 1l rendering them unringable for
o B several years. Even after the removal of the clavier, the bells
k2B — and the steeple which housed them — were plagued with

\ issues. Throughout the 1970s and early 1980s much needed
& maintenance work was undertaken, culminating in the
i bells being taken down and a new frame being constructed
by volunteers. In 1983, the original bells were sent to
Whitechapel foundry for repair and retuning; in due course,
s the funds were raised for four new bells, and Sydney’s only
ring of ten was blessed in 1985.

50 years ago there were just 12 towers in New South Wales. Two of these

in Sydney (St Benedict’s and Christ Church St Laurence) had recently been Bk
restored to ringing but had never been pealed (Sydney tower bell peals were %
quite rare in 1976 — in the preceding decade there had been just eight ANZAB

tower bell peals in Sydney). A “First Peal on the Bells” was achieved in both

towers in 1976, and a 50th Anniversary peal was rung at Christ Church on 29

August this year, with Philip Goodyer reprising his role as conductor.

Anniversary peals were also rung recently at St Benedict’s, in June, and in = S TR
May at St Paul’s, Maryborough, Queensland, the third Australian tower first : d
pealed in 1976. There have now been 59 peals at Christ Church St Laurence, e bee >
and compared to the 12 towers in New South Wales 50 years ago there are now =
35, with quite a number yet to be pealed — a challenge there for today’s young,
keen peal ringers.
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BellBoard

Most issues of Ringing Towers include
copies of articles from The Ringing
World relevant to Australia and New
Zealand.

The Ringing World is a magazine for
bellringers that has been printed every week
since 1911.

The Ringing World also runs Bellboard, the
complete record of current change-ringing
performances, including those in Australia
and New Zealand. Visit BellBoard to see
recent news and updates about ringing or
The Ringing World. Donations to BellBoard
help keep it running, whether or not your
performances are published in The Ringing
World

The Ringing World also produces books and
other products for bellringers. Head to the
shop to browse all the merchandise.

Ringing Towers encourages Australian and
Try downloading a free issue here. New Zealand ringers to subscribe today to
The Ringing World - you’ll find many more
articles for interest to all ringers.

BellBoard RWNYC. Central Council of Church Bell Ringers

Registered In England Company number 1722963 : Reglstered Charlty number 287182
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